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Chapter
Director’s
Message

WE ARE
FAMIIIILLYYYY

Greetings from Sweet Home Alabama (SHA)!
We are currently in GWRRA mode enjoying the last ever Region A Rally in Eufaula, Alabama. If you’ve not
been to Eufaula it should be on you bucket list of places to experience – especially a ride down the main drag
to see some of the beautiful old style Southern homes that line the tree canopy street. Of course, a feed stop
at Phil’s BBQ, “Best Butts in Alabama’, is always a culinary delight.
As the holiday season approaches we are all reminded of family and what it means to us. This month I’d like
to talk about our GWRRA family. With our Chapter activity, we have our “close’ family. Beyond that with the
District/Region/National environment we have our “extended” family. The operative word here is “family”
regardless how close or extended. Patti and I have experienced that first hand over the past 7 + years with our
Alabama Chapter M family during our stays here in the south.
A little history; when we arrived to begin our “southern living journey” we talked about getting a motorcycle to
explore the country roads of the south. We saw an ad for a Gold Wing – 1500. We decided to take a test
ride. After that experience Patti told me “If we buy a motorcycle, it WILL be a Gold Wing.” We made a deal,
but for to many reasons to list the deal fell through and we were on our way home. What is important to note
here, our experience in the sought inspired us to get a motorcycle which ultimately became a Gold Wing.
Were it not for that inspiration we may never had started our GW journey. I was disappointed the deal for the
GW out here fell through. On the trip back to San Jose, Patti checked ads in CA and found us a beautiful
1996. We bought it, and so began our Gold Wing experience. From there, I saw the ad by Bob Nietro on
Craigslist and we attended our first CA2S meeting. This was beyond a doubt the biggest motorcycle I had
ever experienced and I knew I needed some “tutoring”. I cannot tell you what a delight it was to see my old
friend Roger Moraes show up at our first CA2S meeting. I don’t have to tell you the warm greeting we got and
how much like family everyone made us feel – you have all had the experience. So began our GWRRA
journey that actually got its start in Sweet Home Alabama with that GL1500 test ride.
On our next trip to Alabama, we were excited to find a local GWRRA Chapter close by – well, as close as can
be when ya’ live way out in the country. We attended our first Chapter M meeting hosted by the ACD Ray
Erickson. It was a small gathering of about 10/12 folks. From the moment we walked in we were greeted and
treated like long lost family. There is the typical “southern graciousness” and then there is the “GWRRA family
graciousness”. When you combine them both, you have warmth and friendship bubbling outta the pot. I
cannot emphasize enough how genuinely welcome Chapter M made us feel. I remarked to Patti that if we
closed our eyes in CA2S and opened them in Alabama M – we’d think we were in the same place. The
warmth and family atmosphere was the same – “Must be a GWRRA thing” I thought.
Continued on next page
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Through the next several weeks with AL-M, we enjoyed a friendship that one would think started years
before. We enjoyed rides and social activities with Chapter M folks. A highlight that year was the Christmas
Party hosted by the CD, Carol Harrison, at her beautiful country home. We were smack dab in the center of
Southern Hospitality, and it is as real as you can imagine. It was then we met JJ and Sue Jackson, both Life
Members, and currently Region A Directors. JJ is “Mr. GWRRA” in my humble opinion. That couple is as
dedicated to GWRRA as anyone can be. As I was moving into the position of ACD for CA2S, I saw an
opportunity for a solid mentor in Jim Jackson, and he has been just that to me over the years. I cannot thank
him enough for how he has enhanced my GWRRA experience through his experience and his example of
dedication to GWRRA. No one comes close. For those of you who have expressed appreciation for the
changes in Patti and I brought to CA2S during our tenure as your CD – thank JJ Jackson.
As the years passed, we became much more involved with Chapter M activities on our yearly trips to Sweet
Home Alabama. We began to notice the Chapter growth, attendance levels rise, and especially all the fun
folks were having in a less formal and more “family gathering” environment. How cool is this I thought.
There were the gatherings and they were fun, but beyond that were rides, social events, picnics, parties –
you know, the kind of things “families” do together. I began to see a pattern. Over the years the gathering
attendance went from 10/12 to 30/35 at each event – sometimes involving other chapters. I’m not talking
Silicon Valley population here – I’m seeing this in rural Southeast Alabama. Yep, the activities were there,
the fun was there – all that was with CA2S, but here folks seemed to be enjoying each other at a different
level. Then it hit me – they were all good friends, like family, and loved doing things together. This IS a
southern thing. You don’t just become friends with folks down here in the south – you become part of their
family – instantly, no questions asked. Patti and I have often remarked about the love and closeness we feel
each time we are down here in Sweet Home Alabama. It is family kinda thing. That has been our
experience with Chapter M folks and an unforgettable one it is.
As life moves on, so do our options and adventures. This experience living it the south with the wonderful
people we have met and enjoyed so much has been for me one of the most heartwarming life adventures I
have experienced. The reason I am writing about this is that it is time for Patti and I to make some changes.
We decided to sell Sweet Home Alabama (sale pending) to be closer to CA for Patti’s growing business and
closer to Patti’s mom. We have purchased a home in Prescott, AZ and will be spending our fall months there
continuing to enjoy or GWRRA family participating with AZ Chapter P.
Patti and I cannot thank the folks enough in Alabama M for the friendship, love and family we have felt over
these past years. It is an experience emblazoned in our heart and we are forever grateful for the experience.
We will never say good-bye to our family here and we look forward to seeing them at every GWRRA event
we share.
Memories are better than dreams and we have a pocket full thanks to our family in the south.

Wishing you and your family a great Thanksgiving Holiday!!
Now – That’s the spirit of CA-2S !!

Sal
CD Guy
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Upcoming events you should be thinking
about already
Nov 4 USS Hornet Ride
Nov 24 Deer Run Ride
Nov 26 LA Light Parade
Dec 9 Toys for Tots
Check your email and the yahoo site for more
activities, details, polls, & information.

September
Birthdays
Dale Nicholas

6

Visit the Silicon Valley Wings Yahoo Group at:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SiliconValleyWings

Gary was the winner this month

CA2S Winners & Others

Do you order online from Amazon?
If so, help the chapter by using our special account.
We get a % of the purchases that goes to our chapter
funds.
Use the special code/link below:
http://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=c0997-20

Winners:
Chapter Pride Vest Drawing:
Rocky Fagundes
50/50 Drawing:
Bob Siler
Wing Nut Recipient:
Gary Mouldenhauer
kudos for getting mini-Donner Party to District Rally
The Unfortunate One:
Chapter Attendance Drawing:
Patrick Casserly (was
not in attendance and didn’t win the $20 pot)
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What’s in the future?

ACD’s
Message

As we are nearing the end of the year, we still have a lot of
activities to participate in at CA-2S.
The Halloween Party was a success folks! Special thanks to Paul
& Ruth for providing their lovely home for the occasion. And of
course, we had Gary & Lori’s superb guidance on decorating and
activities for the event. What a fantastic group effort!

The Deer Run, the day after Thanksgiving, is always a great day to work off some of those calories from the day
before. The Los Altos Light Parade follows with fun for the kids at the parade, as well as the GWRRA members
that decorate their bikes for the occasion. Danny has volunteered to head up organizing the event, as well as
advice on what you can do to decorate your bike with lights. Thank you Danny!
But wait! There is more! The Christmas Party is coming up next month on the third Sat of the month replacing
our regular Chapter Meeting at 6:00pm. There will be a selection of three entrees to choose from with all the
fix’ins to go with it. Dessert will be a coordinated effort through our fabulous MEC’s Gary & Lori. Sign up for
what you would like to bring share for dessert. Cost about $20.00 per person.
As we move into the New Year, many things will be changing at the National level of GWRRA. How will this
affect us at CA-2S? Not much! We will continue with our education seminars, PLP’s, and social activities like we
always have. The Chapter Educator position is going away, but we will still encourage safety and knowledge as
we always have.
But hey! Got a new idea? Let’s hear it. We love to mix things up. The event calendar selection list Gary handed
out at the last meeting, showed some good interest in next year’s activities. Doesn’t mean we have to do them, or
can’t mix or add things for the future.
Looking forward to seeing everyone at our last 2 meetings of the year and the fun we planned.
Till then,
Rocky
ACD CA-2S

Oct 27 RTE. John and Roger (hiding)

John & Danny
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Halloween Party,
Scary People

Danny & Sandy
Doug
Bob & Therese

Mystery Guest

Lori & Gary

Jerry & Judy

Paul & Ruth
Guest #2
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Patti’s Corner
Well, it looks like Sal has let the cat out of the bag, so to speak!!
Yes, it is time for us to move on. Life changes. I am so sad to say
goodbye to our home in Alabama, but more than that, we are leaving
behind such wonderful friends that we have met. Our social life has
centered around GWRRA, Chapter M and other local chapters since we
have been out here. And, they have kept us busy. Often times, there
are a couple of rides a week, plus other activities. Chapter M is a busy group of people – and fun to be
around.
We learned well from Chapter M on what makes a fun, successful chapter. Warm friendship and fun
activities!!
I say that we are leaving behind such wonderful friends that we have met. With the internet and Facebook,
they will not be far away. And, then, there are other GWRRA events, such as WingDing that we will see those
friends. And, while we won’t be close by as we have been, these friends and experiences will always be in
my heart.
Memories are better than dreams and I am thankful for the memories that I have from Chapter M and our
friends.
Come out and play with us… you won’t be sorry.

Patti

Oct 21 PLP

Gary

Chris

Larry
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November 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Thursday

2

Friday

3

Saturday

4
CA2S USS Hornet ride
Meet at Mercado
Leave at 9am

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
Chapter Meeting
Meet at Omega Rest,
90 S Park Victoria Dr,
Milpitas
Starts promptly at 8:00
AM, Breakfast 7:30 AM.
After Ride tbd

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CA2S Deer
Run
Meet at San
Ignacio Center
Leave at 9am

26

27

28

29

30

LA Light Parade
Meet at Burger
King,
Grant/ElCamino,
Mtn View
Leave at 3:30 pm
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December 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

Saturday

2
CA2S Woolgrowers or
Monterey Ride
Meet at San Ignacio
Center
Leave at 9am

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
CA2S Toys for Tots
Meet at Omega
Leave at noon

10

11

12

13

14

15

16
Chapter Meeting
Meet at Omega Rest,
90 S Park Victoria Dr,
Milpitas
Starts at 6:00PM

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30
CA2S Motorist
Awareness
Meet at Omega
Leave at 9am

31
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Rider Education
GROUP RIDING

by

Most of us have group rides under our belts. We have been riding with friends and with GWRRA for years. Like our
ARC/TRC training reminds us, we need a refresher from time to time to remind us of techniques and little things we may
forget. I was fortunate in October to observe a group that rode very well. It made me think that a group riding refresher
course would be useful. Here is something I found on group riding. If there is interest, we will try to do a Group Riding and
Road Captain course this next spring. Maybe even add a trailering course with those and make it a full day event with a
dinner at the end
Here are the suggestions from esurance (an Allstate company) for group riding.
1. Hold a meeting before you ride
It helps to get together with all your riders beforehand to talk strategy (where you will stop, how long you will ride, where
to go if you get lost, etc.) and ask questions. It will be easier to sort out concerns in a quiet room rather than over the
crackle of the throttle.
2. Decide a riding order
First, choose a lead rider (hopefully a road captain that has been trained) and a sweep rider (the one in back). The lead
rider is in charge of telling the group what's coming, be it a traffic jam, rainstorm, or stampeding horse. The sweep rider
sets the pace for the group. Everyone else should have a place in the formation, too. The least experienced of your bunch
should be behind the leader, letting the pros line up behind them and lend a watchful eye.
You might be wondering, "How many riders should be in a group?" It depends on the situation. In the NHTSA study,
though, several riders said they felt best in groups of 10 or fewer. I have heard that the general recommend is six in a
group.
3. Come prepared
This includes simple things that everyone should do, like arriving with a full tank of gas and bringing a cell phone. It also
means deciding who will bring a first-aid kit, bike tools, and other necessities.
4. Don’t go rogue
In group motorcycling, there’s no room for showboats. Avoid competitions with your group mates, tailgating, or passing
other riders. Sure, the curves are cool, but can the weakest rider keep up?
5. Stagger your riding formation
Perhaps the trickiest part of group riding is perfecting the formation. That is because while you want to keep your group
relatively tight (so you’re easy to spot), you also want to maintain a space cushion within the ranks. Trikes take more space
than two wheelers.
How on earth do you do that? The best way is to stagger: the leader rides on the left side of the lane, the second rider stays
one second back and on the right side. The third rider stays one second behind the second rider and on the left side, and so
on. You don’t want to ride side-by-side since this will limit your maneuvering space if you need to swerve quickly.
Keep in mind that you may want to go single-file on very curvy or deteriorated roads, when entering the highway, when
turning at intersections, or in bad weather.
Continued on next page:
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To line up tightly at intersections when stopped, you may want to keep all two wheelers to one side of the lane and three
wheelers to the other side (i.e. bikes are odd numbers and trike are even number riders in the formation.)
6. Pass in formation
When it comes to passing other vehicles on one lane highways, group members should do so one at a time and then return
to their spot in formation. So the leader would pass and return to the left side of the lane, then the next rider would pass and
return to the right side, and so on.
7. Take plenty of breaks
If all these group riding rules seem a bit exhausting, that’s because they are. In order to keep your concentration and energy
(and avoid sucking the fun out of the experience), take frequent rests and just savor the moment.
8. Keep your least experienced rider in mind
Not sure how far to ride? How fast? How often to take a break? The answer is always to figure out what your leastexperienced rider is capable of and comfortable with and use that as your benchmark.
Ralph French
CA-2S Chapter Educator

Bob gets his 2017
Participation bar
Oct Chapter Gathering

John gets his training card

Rider Ed guest speaker

Bob
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Membership
Enhancement
Coordinators

Trick or Treat
October is always a treat because it wraps up with our annual Halloween Party. The trick, however, is pulling it off so
that everyone that goes enjoys themselves, and some.
This Halloween Party was a blast as always. Paul and Ruth Androwsky opened their home in Boulder Creek for the
festivities. Paul is a big Halloween fan and already had his decorations up and out by the time we got there. We, of
course, are big fans too and brought a few of our favorite decorations to supplement theirs. Yes, Paul cringed as I
brought in orange tote after orange tote.
The festivities were from 5:00 to 9:00 PM, which was plenty of time to talk, play games, talk again, snack on appetizers,
talk some more, eat dinner and of course talk more. Hey, you got to talk to socialize, right? Unfortunately, the only
thing we didn’t have time to do was the pumpkin carving contest. So nine pumpkins got a stay of ex…, well you know.
Fortunately, we found a few homes to “adopt” the nine pumpkins. I presume they’re sitting out on some doorsteps and
porches as you read this, just taking it all in.
So “everyone” (and I mean everyone) played the “Eyeballs and Shrunken Skulls” game for which the player has to pick
up floating eyeballs and shrunken skulls (hence, the name of the game) with an extended reach grabber, which I
shortened to E.R.G. when I spelled out the long list of rules. The only reason there was a long list of rules is because we
almost always have at least one person that wants to challenge the rules and be sneaky. I’d mention who this person was,
but everybody in the northern California chapters knows who this person is. Right, Jerry?
Since this was a Halloween party, it had to have a costume contest, right? Everyone dressed up,
some more than others. It’s hard to say exactly what we had in the way of costumes, but
everyone was dressed in something. Therese Siler got first place, Lori won second and Danny
pulled in third place. Each received a homemade skeleton trophy along with gift cards to
Starbucks and Dairy Queen. If one of these cards doesn’t get you going the other surely will.
Let me back up. All got trophies except for the winner because she had to leave early before the
presentations. Sorry about that.
As for the game, Jerry McHugh won first place with a combination of 25 eyeballs and shrunken skulls, and Paul and
Douglas tied for second place with 23 apiece. Each received gift cards too, but no trophies; maybe next year.
After dessert, we broke camp and Lori & I took our orange totes and other stuff and called it a night getting back to our
place at exactly 11:30 PM. The End! Well, not really. We’d like to give a big thank you to Paul and Ruth for allowing
us to use their home for a few hours; and a lovely home it is! And we’d also like to thank everyone that attended,
because it’s the people that really make it fun. It’s not a party without YOU!
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Continued on next page
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The CA2S schedule shows the following rides and events. Hope you can make it to most of them; especially the Los Altos
Festival of Lights Parade because we get to dress up our bikes and participate in a parade.
November 4th
Ride to the USS Hornet ACC
th
November 11
Nothing scheduled, but Happy Veterans Day to all those that have served our great nation.
CA2S Chapter Gathering
November 18th
November 23rd
November 24th
November 26th

Thanksgiving
Deer Run Ride to Harris Ranch
Los Altos Festival of Lights Parade

You only get one go at this life, so let’s appreciate what we have, ride as often as possible, and have some FUN while it lasts.
Gary & Lori Mouldenhauer
CA2Sharks MEC
Region “F” MECs of the Year - 2016
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District Director’s Message
Fall is definitely upon us, swinging temperatures, making dressing for the ride a
little more complicated…cold and frosty in the morning and warm to hot in the
afternoon. October was a busy month with chapter rallies CA1M, CA1V, CA2R,
& CA1F, and AZ District Rally. We had great fun with all our fellow wingers and
enjoyed being able to ride our bike or trike to several of these events. It’s a good
thing we like to travel…we’d be home just long enough to repack and take off
again. October was also a difficult month with the loss of several of our friends
and family. We mourn with the families and friends of Andrew “Smokestack” Huges CA1F, Chuck Riley CA1F, Jason
Ridgway (Mike Ridgway’s son) CA1Q, Ken Freeland (Avatar trike) CA1K. Many long time members may remember
them well. Please continue to keep the families in your prayers. Our hearts go out to them.
November wraps up our rally schedule for the year. We look forward to enjoying CA1C’s Spaghetti Feast again this
year. November is also a special time for giving thanks. Even though we should always be thankful for the great
blessings we have in this country, take time to tell those around you that you are thankful for them. All of our
possessions (yes, even our motorcycles) are nothing (worthless) without our friends and family. They are what makes
our life meaningful and joyful. Let them know that.
Please enjoy your Thanksgiving feast in whatever fashion you enjoy with the people you love. If you know of
someone away from family during the holiday, reach out to them and include them if possible. You can never have too
many friends.
RIDE SAFE…HAVE FUN…RIDE !
HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Nancy & Bob Clark
[gwrra.mamabear@gmail.com]
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Motorist
Awareness,
by Bob Siler
Below is quote from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administrations recently published 2017 report on traffic
crash data.
“In 2015 there were 4,976 motorcyclists killed—an 8-percent increase from the 4,594 motorcyclists killed in 2014.
There were an estimated 88,000 motorcyclists injured during 2015, a 3-percent decrease from 92,000 motorcyclists
injured in 2014. Per vehicle miles traveled in 2015, motorcyclist fatalities occurred nearly 29 times more frequently
than passenger car occupant fatalities in traffic crashes. In 2015 motorcycle riders involved in fatal crashes were found
to have the highest percentage of alcohol-impaired drivers than any other vehicle type. Thirty-three percent of all
motorcycle riders involved in fatal crashes were speeding in 2015, the highest of any vehicle type. For more detailed
information view the Motorcycles fact sheet at https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/
ViewPublication/812353.pdf.”
For those of us who ride motorcycles we have a responsibility to never drink alcohol while riding. This impairs the
ability of the rider to react in all situations where good judgment and quick reactions are needed. We also have a
responsibility to keep our speed down. Riding at higher rates of speed not only endangers us as riders but the people
around us as well. The ability to react quickly to hazards on the road diminishes with the higher rate of speed. These
two things are the highest contributors to motorcyclist’s deaths on the part of the riders.
Automobile drivers also have a responsibility to be aware of motorcyclists on the roadways. We can help them by
sharing the following tips with them. The more we educate them the better our chances are on the road.
• 1. Always check your blind spots. Having your mirrors properly adjusted allows you to maximize what you
can see around you. Your side view mirrors should be adjusted so that you cannot see the side of your vehicle.
Adjust them so that you can just see the side of your car and then go just past that to gain the widest field of
vision possible.
• 2. Stay in your own lane. Just because a motorcyclist is a smaller vehicle does not mean they are not entitled
to their own lane. Sharing a lane with a motorcycle is illegal.
• 3. Motorcyclists have a quicker reaction time than cars so increase your following distance. This will help
reduce rear end collisions with bikers.
• 4. Bad weather and night riding are more treacherous for motorcyclists. Reduced visibility and slick roads
are dangerous for all us. Keeping your high beams off when approaching a rider at night helps from blinding
them and avoid passing a rider at night if possible.
• 5. Look twice at intersections for motorcycles. Intersections are a big danger spot for bikes so taking the
extra time to look could save a life.
• 6. Left hand turns in front of motorcyclists because the driver “didn’t see him” are one of the major causes
of accidents between riders and automobiles. LOOK TWICE!
Remember there is no such thing as a fender bender for a motorcycle. Accidents involving motorcycles typically
lead to serious injury or death.
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District Couple of the Year (D-COY)
This past month, we visited Chapter CA-1M at their Redlands rally, CA1V in Victorville at their rally, and the Arizona Rally held at Lake
Havasu. All rallies were a lot of fun and the chapters and AZ did a great
job. The weather was nice for riding to the rallies, unlike the
Mammoth run in the snow. Rallies are a great place to renew old
friendships and make new friends. If you have not attended one lately,
you ought to think about enjoying a rally again.
We attended the CA-1M and CA-1V rallies that were held back to back.
The rallies provided a venue for making new friends and connecting
with some existing ones. We had time to visit and play some games.
Both host facilities (Honda Yamaha Redlands for CA-1M and Cycle Gear
in Victorville for CA-1V) treated the attendees to a great time. Please
remember to patronize all businesses that are generous in their
support of GWRRA and the chapters. To our new friends – thank you
for welcoming us. To our old friends – it was good seeing you again.
To our AZ family, the rally was great as always. It was a 12-hour ride for us to get there and surprisingly it did not
wear us out. We are not long distance riders but occasionally do pull a long one. We thank Gary Woo and his team
for a great time. Having hit three rallies in two weeks gave us a chance to learn new things for upcoming events and
we will pass those to our officers at district and chapter levels. On the way home, we connected with some fellow
GW riders in Ludlow for gas, and ice cream. We joined them for the about 50 miles and watched from the back as
they team rode to Barstow. All I can say is what a sight. Big Mike led the ride followed by his wife Barri both in
Chapter CA-1V, then Joel Winkler and finally Steve as tail gun both from CA-1I. What a great job between the lead
and tail as they rode. We decided to stay in Bakersfield to split the ride home so it wasn’t so long. The ride home
was a little cooler making it more comfortable.
Another benefit of attending rallies to us is meeting people as we ride. At every gas station, we get the chance to talk
to people about the joys of riding and in promoting Motor Awareness. Other riders ask us about our ride (a 2008
trike) and about GWRRA. We hope some make it to a meeting where they can see the benefits of joining us for
friendship leading to fun, safety, and knowledge.
Ride safe and often
Ralph & Robynn French
CA-2S Couple of the Year

Table’s set

Samples
CA2S Shark Bytes 16

Hello again.
October flew by with little riding to show for it. Weather was great, but
my sinuses were congested. Sneezing in a helmet became a major
safety issue.
We did have a good Ride to Eat that John Hein led down to JJ’s
Homemade Burgers in San Juan Batista. John led us down on some
nice backroads then over to Highway 1 and up San Jose Soquel Road
and home. Thank you John. The following week was spent blowing by
nose again.
Hopefully we will get some more good weather for RTE Fridays. We also have been making plans for
the annual event planning meeting early next year. This is the opportunity for membership to provide
input on events they would like to see the chapter do. Rides are only a part of our events. Think of
social gatherings such as game night, progressive dinners, the Christmas gathering, and of course
rides to locations you might like to see in a group. Take some time to think about something you
would like to see.
The winter months are also a good time to get the bike ready for the new year, We are lucky that we
can ride almost 12 months of the year, but on those cooler or wet days, maybe an oil change, or
coolant change is a good way to spend a day.
See y’all at the next event. Ride safe.
Roger
“See the USA on your Wing today”

CA2S Shark Bytes 17

California Motorcyclist Safety Program (CMSP) Advisory Committee Meeting by Jerry McHugh
This meeting seems to have settled into a twice a year gig – one in April and one in October. The meeting agenda is
provided. Earlier this year I did some articles on the meeting I attended last October – and this article covers the
meeting this October - I missed the April meeting this year – some key background is provided at the end for those
unfamiliar with the CMSP or foggy on the details.

The meeting ran the full two hours and this time there was quite a lot of discussion among the attendees regarding
MC issues. There were about 15 Committee participants representing various MC Groups and the CHP – and another
20 attendees from the public (mostly riders) - guess you could say I was the closest thing to a GWRRA participant
next to Ed from 2J (didn’t recognize any other GWRRA Chapters as being present). The main CHP staff present and
presenting were Assistant Chief Chris Costigan (Chair) and CMSP Sergeant Larry Starkey. Chris is a no nonsense
knowledgeable person who is the liaison between the CMSP and the varied competing interests within our State
Continued on next page
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government (e.g., budget, commissioner, DMV) – which turns out to be quite a daunting task. Larry is the boots-onthe-ground motor cop who is quite energetic in making the CMSP a success. Both are very bullish on the CMSP, very
good speakers, very interested in MC safety, and in short – very impressive.
I am just going to hit the highlights of what interested me. The committee members associated with various MC
groups (e.g. – dealers, insurers, clubs, forums, etc.) were to the person very well spoken, had interesting
perspectives, and also did not agree on some topics – disagreements were settled with a ‘hands up’ vote – most
unanimous – some close.
Projects – The committee has a budget of $250,000 for projects of their choosing – and the total CMSP budget is
about 3.1 million – about half for Total Control contract regarding entry level MC training. The CHP has just gone to
press with posters to increase MC safety awareness and is in the process of taking requests from public entities that
would like some to distribute – these are all very basic posters aimed at newer riders and intended to raise the
awareness of the CMSP. CHP has developed a ‘safety vest’ and they intend to distribute these (10,000 total) to the
public next fiscal year starting July 2018.
Lee Parks spoke on the Total Control training – seems as if they are doing a good job. One of the Projects that CHP
wanted to do was an evaluation of the effectiveness of the entry level MC training - but the idea has been tabled as
getting parameters from UC Berkeley and data from DMV seems to be a herculean task.
I have a bit more to report on this meeting (e.g., attendee names, more on projects, safety training, fatalities, lane
splitting CHP guidelines status, CHP motorist awareness developments, SMSA 2018, AB 692, AB1127) but it will
have to wait until next month due to time constraints – both publishing deadlines and personal projects – yikes!
BACKGROUND
The CMSP Advisory Committee is comprised of about a dozen groups/organizations that have a say in what the CHP
does with this committee (but not a voting say - the operative work is ADVISORY. So guess who has the last say?
Right!). Nevertheless, it is interesting to see who the CHP believes are the key stakeholders in Motorcycle Safety
(here are some along with my offhand comments on them - plus information from their websites):
AMA: It is clear that the AMA is a world class organization representing motorcyclists and their rights - so it is fitting
that they are an AC member. Since 1924, the AMA has protected the future of motorcycling and promoted the
motorcycle lifestyle. As the world's largest motorcycling organization, the AMA advocates for motorcyclists'
interests in the halls of local, state and federal government, the committees of international governing
organizations, and the court of public opinion. Through member clubs, promoters and partners, the AMA sanctions
more motorsports competition and motorcycle recreational events than any other organization in the world.
Through the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame, the AMA preserves the heritage of motorcycling for future generations.
The AMA is governed by the AMA Code of Regulations. The mission of the American Motorcyclist Association is to
promote the motorcycle lifestyle and protect the future of motorcycling. Since its inception in 1924, the AMA has
been concerned with the public image of motorcycling. Early statements dealt with the safe and
responsible operation of vehicles, and ....many such campaigns have followed, often developed in cooperation with
other motorcycling organizations. These have dealt with responsible use of road and off-road motorcycles. During
the summer of 1976, the name of the AMA was changed to the American Motorcyclist Association to better reflect
its service to motorcyclists. In 1993, another important milestone was reached when, for the first time, AMA
membership topped 200,000.

Continued on next page
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BARF: If you google 'barf' guess what comes up - oh, what nasty visual connotations. But it really stands for Bay Area
Rides Forum. This is a group of very knowledgeable and (sometimes) responsible riders that operate a great website
for local issues - some of which deal with law enforcement, safety, and California legislation. The “Budman,” longtime
BARF member/contributor, was at the meeting. He is well spoken and spends a lot of his time advocating for
motorcyclist rights issues - including safety. We are passionate. We are playful. We are fun loving people. We are
resolute in our beliefs. We are conservatives, liberals, anarchists, and more. We are more than just the above of
course, but we are motorcycle riders and that is why we hang here for the most part. Motorcycling has a downside.
We all know that is a reality and if you don’t know that, better get it soon. You need to choose to do this sport with
the knowledge that the dark side is there. You need to be ready for it, whether in gear, training, or the mental
strength to carry on if hurt. Once you realize it, every ride is better and getting home is sweeter still. BARF has a subforum on Law Enforcement Officer matters - with answers on matters directly from LEO! It is really quite interesting –
so check it out - bayarearidersforum.com.

ABATE (.org): ABATE of California is a motorcyclists' rights organization dedicated to preserving individual freedom
and promoting safety. We fully support rider training, safety and educational programs. Our members also raise funds
for the less fortunate, through charity runs and benefits. We encourage our members to become active in their local
communities. ABATE works to protect the rights of all motorcyclists through direct involvement in the political
process. You, as an individual, can help in the ongoing struggle against anti-motorcycle legislation both here in
California and across the United States by becoming an ABATE member. ABATE is non-partisan and welcomes all
riders, on-road and off-road. We give those with a strong interest in motorcycling to unite and become part of one of
California's strongest motorcycle rights organizations. ABATE feels that all of us, lifestyle rider to off-road fan are
brothers and sisters with a common interest -- riding free.
Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club (buffalosoldiersmc.net): Most of us already know about this great organization, since
many are GWRRA members.
Modified Motorcycle Organization (MMACA.org): Modified Motorcycle Association is a not for profit corporation,
founded and established in March of 1973, for the concerned motorcyclist with the goals and objectives of making
the sport of motorcycling safer, and protecting the interest of its members. Get people interested.... for tomorrow
may be too late.
California State Automobile Association: Guessing this is the handle for the AAA - California.
CMDA (camda.net): Someone has to sell us our motorcycles! And, I did not know that they are interested in helping
us protect our rights (which protects their interests - duh). Mission Statement of The California Motorcycle Dealers
Association - The mission of the CMDA is to promote the Motorcycle and Motorsports Industry in the most positive,
professional light for the benefit of California Franchised Dealer Members, consistent with the public interest,
franchise equipment manufacturers and the government. The CMDA provides professional support services to benefit
Member Dealers and associated trades, in the exchange of business acumen, knowledge, fair commercial practices
and cost reduction services to produce improved financial results. The CMDA provides proactive legislative support
and lobbying activities on issues affecting the Motorsports Industry. This support takes many forms and involves
many activities. Among these are enunciating the needs of dealers and pursuing political action to become as vigilant
as necessary to meet these needs. The CMDA works to educate our state legislators and regulatory agencies on the
issues crucial to franchised dealers, such as providing general information about our industry, safety and equitable
business needs. The CMDA promotes fair and ethical business practices among its members, employees and
customers. The CMDA looks to the future of the Motorsports Industry to influence a positive increase in enthusiastic
customers for its Member Dealers to stay financially viable for the long-term to ensure stability and prosperity in our
industry. The CMDA and its Member Dealers promote the sport of motorcycling, and in particular the issue of safety,
in order to bring more people into the sport.
Continued on next page
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Government Entities: Including the CHP, DMV, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Office of Traffic
Safety, Caltrans, and Ventura County Transportation Commission.
Others: The above list may not be either complete or totally accurate but it provides insight into the make-up of the
AC. A couple of entities integral to this AC, but not members, are Total Control Training [i.e., Lee Parks who heads up
the CMSP Training sponsored by CHP for (mostly) new riders, and UC Berkeley SafeTREC (safetrec.berkeley.edu)
which seems to be the go-to research organization used by the CHP to develop/conduct their research needs].
Are we safe yet? The CHP website states: Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System data indicates motorcycle
fatalities in California increased 175% in ten years, from 204 in 1998 to 560 in 2008. These increases in motorcyclist
deaths occurred at a time when significant gains were achieved in other areas of traffic safety. Although California
did experience reductions in motorcycle fatalities in 2009 and 2010; the 2011 data shows an increase. Motorcyclists
are over represented in overall numbers of traffic deaths. At the meeting CHP indicated that motorcycle related
traffic fatalities are still increasing and that they expected that this trend would continue. So, WE ARE NOT SAFE
JUST YET! More can be done. MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE!
Thanks for reading - mchughjerry@gmail.com.

Doc Wong's Calendar of Riding Clinics
November 5, 2017 "Smooth Riding - Shifting and Braking" Sunday 9am-2:30pm
November 9, 2017 "Riding Position and Ergonomics Workshop" Thursday night 6:30pm
November 16, 2017 "Special Doc Wong Long Distance Touring Clinic!" Thursday 6:30pm - 8:30pm
November 17, 2017 "Basic Suspension Part 2” Friday night 6:30pm
November 30, 2017 "Braking Confidence and Skills Workshop" Thursday 6:30pm - 8:30pm
December 3, 2017 "Cornering Confidence - Judging Entrance Speed" Sunday 9am-2:30pm
December 14, 2017 "Riding Position and Ergonomics Workshop" Thursday night 6:30pm
These clinics are hosted by Dr. Harry Wong, located at 1021 Alameda De Las Pulgas, Belmont, CA. Most clinics are free. More
information is available at www.docwong.com/st-clinic/, or by phoning (650) 365-7775. He also maintains the Doc-Ride mail list, which
you may subscribe to at the web site.

Motorcycling Book List
“Street Strategies”
“Riding in the Zone”
“Ride Hard Ride Smart”
“Total Control”
Twist of the Wrist II
“Sport Riding Techniques”
“Maximum Control”
“Motorcycling Excellence”
“Motorcycling Journeys
Through California”

12-16-12
David L. Hough
Ken Condon
Pat Hahn
Lee Parks
Keith Code
Nick Ienatsch
Pat Hahn
MSF
Clement Salvadori

ISBN 1-889540-69-2
ISBN 978-1-884313-76-9
ISBN 978-0-7603-1760-0
ISBN 13-978-0-7603-6
ISBN 0-9650450-2-1
ISBN 1-893618-07-2
ISBN 978-0-7603-3674-8
ISBN 1-884313-01-9

Bow Tie Press
Whitehorse Press
Motorbooks
Motorbooks
Calif. Super Bike School
David Bull Publishing
Motorbooks
Whitehorse Press
Whitehorse Press
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For Sale:
2004 Roll-a-Home Tent Trailer
Excellent condition. This camping trailer takes one person 10 minutes to setup and 15 minutes to take down. Really! It
opens to a 7ft. hard bottom dressing area (big enough for two chairs & a small table), and a double bed space.
Storage below & utility box in front.
Tent has double doors and A/C opening installed.
Includes exterior awning and swivel hitch.
Photo with open storage is our trailer, other photos are stock photos, but look like ours with a grey tent.
$2000 or BO.
Les Cook, 408-745-9777 or popcycle@pacbell.net.

CA CHAPTER’S RALLY DATES 2017
October 14 – CA-1M
October 15 – CA-1V
October 21 – CA-1F
October 21 – CA-2R
October 27-29 – AZ District Rally
November 4 – CA-1C
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Region and District Staff
Region F Directors
Region F Educators
Region F Treasurer
Ca District Directors
Ca District Educator

Andy & Sherry Smith
Michael & Dorie Werner
Patti O-Neill-Esposito
Bob & Nancy Clark
Linda Harmon

GWRRA.RegionF@gmail.org
goldwinger2@hotmail.com
pattioneill.gwrra@gmail.com
Clark8clan@roadrunner.com
cdre.linda@gmail.comt

303-923-8342
303-795-6059
408-244-7722
661-943-5663
661-810-5157

Chapter CA2S Staff Members

Chapter Directors
Assistant Chapter Director
Chapter Educator
Assistant Chapter Educator
Ride Coordinator
Membership Enhancement
Coordinators (MEC)
Sunshine
Treasurer
Newsletter Editor
Ride for Kids Coordinator
Ways & Means Coordinator
Chapter Historian
Chapter Store Coordinator
Webmaster
Individual of the Year
Couple of the Year
Motorist Awareness (MAD)
Social Activities
Coordinators

Sal & Patti Esposito
Rocky Fagundes
Ralph French
Roger Moraes
TBD

Gary & Lori Mouldenhauer
Sandy Shewey
Douglas Loyd
Danny Shewey
Roger Moraes
Les Cook
Bill Hubbs
Gary & Lori Mouldenhauer
Charlie Porzio
Roger Moraes
Ralph & Robynn French
Bob Siler
Sandy Shewey
Lori Mouldenhauer

SalEspo3@gmail.com

Rockonmax186@gmail.com
randrfrench@comcast.net
moraesr@sbcglobal.net

gmoulden@comcast.net
slshewey@sbcglobal.net
ddloyd@sonic.net
fixitdano-gw1500@yahoo.com
moraesr@sbcglobal.net
popcycle@pacbell.net
whubbs2008@yahoo.com
gmoulden@comcast.net
chabragoldwing@gmail.com
moraesr@sbcglobal.net
randrfrench@comcast.net
siler.robert@ymail.com
slshewey@sbcglobal.net
lmoulden@comcast.net

(408) 639-0609
(408) 504-0440
(925) 984-4252
(408) 926-5828

(209) 679-7167
(408) 729-0548
(408) 259-8334
(408) 729-0548
(408) 926-5828
(408) 745-9777
(408) 680-3250
(209) 679-7167
(408) 710-6227
(408) 926-5828
(925) 984-4252
(408) 913-5572
(408) 729-0548
(209) 679-7167
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OUR REGULAR MEETING PLACES
Monthly Meetings—The third Saturday of each month. The meeting starts promptly at 8:15
AM, and is usually over by 10:00 AM. Omega Restaurant. 90 S. Park Victoria Dr, Milpitas
Business meeting, Safety Talk, 50/50 raffle, General camaraderie. Any rider of Honda Gold
Wing and Valkyrie motorcycles, or anyone who just loves to ride.
Rides going NorthEast – Omega Restaurant parking lot, 90 S. Park Victoria Dr (near
Calaveras/Park Victoria), Milpitas.
Rides North to SF - Mercado Theater Santa Clara on Hwy 101 Frontage Rd. between Great
America Parkway and Lawrence Expressway. This is the meeting place for rides that take us
North along Hwys 101 or 85 (San Francisco, Marin, Eureka).
Rides South – San Ignacio Center, Bernal & San Ignacio Rd., San Jose. Corner of Bernal and
San Ignacio. Shell: 101 Bernal Rd, San
Disclaimer: Please note all meetings are subject to change, both in location and times to meet.
If you are interested in a ride or event and have questions, please call or email any staff member
noted in the newsletter or on the web. http://www.ca2s.org.
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California Chapter Meetings and Locations

Meeting Date & Time
1st Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:30 AM
4th Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 7:30 AM
3rd Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
4th Sunday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00AM
2nd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
2nd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
Last Saturday, 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
2nd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
2nd Sunday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
2nd Sunday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00AM
1st Saturday 7:30 AM
Breakfast 7:00 AM
3rd Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
3rd Sunday 8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:30 AM
1st Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 7:30 AM
4th Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
3rd Sunday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
2nd Saturday 8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:00AM
4th Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 7:30 AM
2nd Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
3rd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 7:30 AM
2nd Sunday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
3rd Saturday 8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:30 AM
1st Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM

Chapter

Meeting Location

Ca1A

Greenhouse Cafe, 1169 Commerce Ctr Dr., Lancaster

Ca1B

Lorene’s Coffee Shop, 1531 23rd St,Bakersfield

Ca1C

Ca1F

Burgers and Beer, 72733 Dinah Shore Dr,
Rancho Mirage
Paramount Elks Lodge, 8108 E. Alondra Blvd.,
Paramount
Broken Yolk Café, 1851 Garnet Ave., San Diego

Ca1I

Mar Y Tierra Rest, 1118 W San Bernardino Rd, Covina

Ca1K

Denny’s Diner, 8222 Topanga Blvd, Canoga Park

Ca1L

IHOP Restaurant, 212 Madonna Rd, San Luis Obispo

Ca1M

Pepper Steak, 26589 Highland Ave, Highland

Ca1Q

Black Bear Diner, 7005 Knott Ave., Buena Park

Ca1R

Mimi’s Café, 22651 Lake Forest Dr, Lake Forest

Ca1S

Carrow’s Restaurant, 2401 Harbor Blvd, Ventura

Ca1V

Mawell’s, 17772 Wika Rd, Apple Valley

Ca1Z
Ca2A

Marie Callender's 29363 Rancho California Rd,
Temecula
Old Salles Cafe, 2082 North J Street, Tulare

CaC

Elks Lodge #6, 6446 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento

Ca2J

Country Skillet, 2921 Harbor St, Pittsburgh

Ca2K

Benicia Grill, 2390 N. Texas St, Fairfield

Ca2N

Golden Corral Buffet, 3737 McHenry Ave, Modesto

Ca2Q

Black Bear Diner, 5100 Hopyard Rd, Pleasanton

Ca2R

Vittles Restaurant. 2385 North Street, Anderson

Ca2S

Omega Restaurant. 90 S. Park Victoria Dr, Milpitas

Ca2W

Brooks Ranch Rest, 4131 S. Chestnut Ave., Fresno

Ca1D
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