CA2S SHARK BYTES
June 2010

Chapter CA2S
Silicon Valley Wings
Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Region F / California District

Next
Chapter Meeting
Saturday, June 19
Hometown Buffet @
McCarthy Ranch, Milpitas
Breakfast @ 8 AM
Meeting @ 8:45 AM

How’s your tires? Getting
old?
Seen Les and Verdi lately?
Something good’s cooking.

What’s in this issue:
CD News: Page 2
Chapter News: Page 3-6
Our Sponsors: Pages 7-8
DD News: Page 9
Calendar: Pages 10-11
Chapter Contact Info: Page 14

Who’s got the ‘WINGNUT’
this month?
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Chapter Director’s Message
Lake Almaden from approx 7:30am to 11:00am
on Saturday and 6:30am to 10:30am on Sunday.
They need 3 bike escorts that can carry
passengers, 1 lead motorcycle, 1 sweep
motorcycle and 2 bikes assisting with traffic
escorts. If this sounds like fun to you, please let
me know as soon as possible. I am looking for 6
volunteers at this time. After that I will be looking
for “Volun-tolds” :0)…..This is a great
opportunity to help out and also raise $700 for the
Pediatric Brain Tumor foundation.

Has the rain gone away for good? It has been
quite an amazing winter and spring with
showers off and on for weeks. It hasn’t left
much time for very many good rides but I feel
the best is yet to come. There are many
chapter rally’s in the near future that promise
to be lots of fun. I know Irene and I are
looking forward to the Krows “Kamping with
the Krows” festivities (super soaker) which is
on the same weekend with CAC’s get
together. I think this has been one of the best
ideas to come out of our district. This way we
save on gas and time and are able to visit so
many more of our Goldwing friends at the
same time. We hope this is something that is
marked on your ride calendar.
Also, don’t forget about the District rally at
Mammoth. Time is running out for getting
your reservations in so you can be eligible for
the special drawing. Please look for the flyer
in this newsletter and make sure you don’t
miss out on what is going to be the party of
the season.

An exciting time is planned on June 5-6 as Gary
and Laurie are leading folks up to the Empire
Mines in Grass Valley. This is an overnight ride
with many fun opportunities. Also, on June 12th,
Jim and Sherry will be leading a ride to the Marin
Headlands. Ron Green has chosen Bass Lake as
his destination for the ride on June 26th. So, pick
one or more of these rides to make June a month
to remember. Hope to see you there.
Well, that’s all we got for this month.
Irene and I will be missing from the Chapter
Meeting this month due to our vacation plans. So,
have a great time on the 19th and try not to award
me the wing nut.
Happy riding……stay safe
grandpoohBOB and I.Wing

In other news, CA2S has teamed up with
USA productions to help out with their two
triathlons, “Silicon Valley Sprint” and Silicon
Valley International”, on the weekend of
June 12 and 13. They are in need of 6-7
motorcycles at each event and will donate
back $50.00 per motorcycle per day to the
charity of our choice. Their events will be at
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CA2S News
Mike Melby to the rescue:
On a late April morning I met Peter and Alice
Surette from Maryland Chapter H at the Corbin
factory in Hollister. They needed a bike to try
out their new Corbin seat before sending it back
to Maryland and mounting it on their Gold
Wing. The Surettes had flown out to the Bay
area to see their son prior to his deployment
overseas. During their visit they drove down to
the Corbin plant to go through the seat fitting
process, which is where I came in. It took several
cycles of installing their seat, sitting on it,
removing the seat, making changes to the seat
and reinstalling it before the fit was just right.
They then decided on a cover material and stitch
color, and left it in the hands of the Corbin
technician. The Surettes have since returned to
Maryland and are enjoying their new seat on their
own bike.
Many thanks to Sal, Verdi, Virg, Kathy, and
others that contributed newsarticles and inputs
this month. I’m going to spread them over future
issues so we don’t a REALLY huge letter.

_______________________________
Our phantom member, Paul Cline, is going to be
a Grandpa for the first time. His daughter, Erin,
and her husband, Steve, are expecting their first
child (a boy named Will) in September.
Congratulations to Paul's entire family.
Paul is also planning a lengthy trip to get out of
the rat race of this area for two weeks. He will
leave Saturday morning, June 5, for an overnight
stay in Kingman, AZ. The next day is a short
jaunt to Farmington, NM. For the next few days
Paul will rest and see some of the sites in that
area--Shiprock and Canyon de Chelly.

June
Birthdays
Betsy Taylor
Larry Rossi
Sherry Carr

6
23
24

Anniversaries
Ron & Betsy Taylor

22

Paul then plans to head north through Colorado's
scenic western part for an overnight stay in Craig,
CO. Next, it's on for a three night stay in Laurel,
MT (just outside Billings). In this area, Paul
plans to traverse Beartooth Pass on his way to
Yellowstone National Park.
Paul will then start his trip heading home with a
stop for a few days in Southern Idaho to visit
relatives. Total miles: approx. 4100
He says he's really looking forward to this trip
since it is his first long trip since 2004. Since he
purchased his Phantom Gray 1988 GL1500 new
in 1990, he has put over 161,000 miles on it
taking fourteen "long" trips of 3000+ miles and
commuting to work.

_______________________________
patti has the wingnut.
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Aloha from Hilo, sent in from Verdi Jercha.
Wednesday 5/19 - Left on time at 8:30 am. Les took a snooze before we took off & I snoozed a bit until it was
time for drinks. Not too bad a wait in Honolulu for our connector to Hilo. A simple hot dog is $4! (Where's Costco
when you're hungry? Good thing I brought our own water bottles & mixers for flavored water.)
Dinner with Les' tax clients, Ted, TJ, Trisha, KO, and webworkers, Manuel and Michael at home. Pauline is now
in LA then Las Vegas for a speaking engagement. She won't be back until Tuesday. We'll practically miss her! The
family have been entertaining people for the last 6 weeks.
Thursday we picked up a Dodge Charger from Enterprise for our island travels. We were near Big Island Candies
& stopped for a moment, then to fast food lunch. Shopping at my favorite Hilo Hatties nearby & picked a couple
more Hawaiian shirts. Back to the house with the family. We provided strawberries & whipped cream for dessert.
Friday we went to "the southernmost bakery in the United States" in Naalehu, the Panaluu Bake Shop & picked
up a couple of Hawaiian breads to share with the family. Then we "drove" across the street (everything looks so far
away on the GPS) to "the southernmost restaurant in the United States," the Hona Hou Restaurant. We shared a
"Hogzilla" burrito & I had a salad with my 1/3rd share. We were stuffed.
We dropped into a couple of beaches, Whittington Park & Punaluu Beach. Ted drives these areas & takes the
family to some really nice, unpopulated places. It's great to have the benefit of a local's knowledge of the non-tourist
places.
We spent the next couple of hours at the Volcano National Park. Lots of steam, slow drivers, weird landscapes,
just a lot of interesting things to see & many pictures to take.
Dinner in Hilo at a Chinese restaurant with our traditional visit to WalMart after.
Ted has weekends off so he, TJ & KO took us around to the Warm Ponds. Les & I thought the water was
comfortable, but they are now use to warmer Hawaiian water, so they thought the saltwater/ocean pond was chilly.
Ted took pictures while we 'frolicked.' We also visited the Queen Lili'uokalani Gardens, Mauna Kea Observatory,
Warm Pond (an ocean pond good for safe swimming), Kalapana lava flow area (where Mr. Les got swamped by a
wave - great fun!).
We're going to the visitor center on Mauna Kea tonight. We saw the moon, of course, & the rings of Saturn, the
Southern Cross & The Big Dipper. We can't see those two constellations at the same time at home. Got there just at
sunset, but didn't get the car parked until too late. Did have a chance to get some fun photos, though.
Sunday was very wet. Ted & KO took us around Hilo today to the Imiloa astronomy center (where they are
members) & Rainbow Falls. Tomorrow we head for the Kona side of the island & will finish our adventures in our
next newsletter.
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CLOUDS OF SUNSHINE CAKE
6 egg whites
3/4 tsp. cream of tartar
2 cups sugar
2 cups of cracker crumbs (Saltines)
3/4 cup chopped nuts
2 tsp. vanilla
*****************************
Topping:
1 cup of chilled whipping cream
2-3 cans (21 oz. each) of:
your choice of pie filling,
ie: cherry, berry, lemon, etc.
*****************************
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Beat egg whites until frothy.
Add: cream of tartar, sugar (gradually)
and beat until stiff.
Fold in cracker crumbs, nuts and
vanilla.
Spread this mixture in a well buttered
9x13 glass baking dish.
Bake for 25 minutes.
COOL. When cool beat 1 cup of
chilled whipping cream, adding 2 T.
sugar and 2 tsp. vanilla, until STIFF.
Spread over baked mixture and
spoon the pie filling on top.
CHILL OVERNIGHT... Enjoy!
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This time we focus on your motorcycle tires. With the issue being TIRE AGE! Many riders may unknowingly be
riding or even worse, buying (new?) tires that in fact are not very new! So, let’s get some facts in our pocket regarding
reading the tires so you know HOW OLD the tire you are riding or buying really is.
Some tire facts for you to know:
¾ All tires sold in the USA have to have a date code embossed in a sidewall.
¾ The code is preceded by the DOT name.
¾ The date code is ONLY on one side of a tire.
¾ A tire built “before” 2000 uses a three (3) digit date code.
¾ Those pre-2000 codes = first 2 numbers are the WEEK; the last digit is the YEAR i.e. a code 379 means 37
week of year 1999.

th

¾ Also, a sideways triangle located at the END of the serial number denotes a tire built during the 90s decade.
¾

Now, let’s switch to the years 2000 up through now; with year 2000 the date codes switch to four (4) digits.

¾ The 2000 on tires = first 2 numbers are the WEEK; the last two digits are the YEAR i.e. a code 4106 means
st
41 week of year 2006.
¾ Let’s see a typical sidewall number:
DOT IA HR 2AE2 2209
• DOT – means the tire meets the U.S. DOT tire safety standards.
• IA – a tire manufacturers plant identification code, in this case IA is IOWA (where a number of tires are built
at several plants).
• HR – The tire size code.
• 2AE2 – the different manufacturers set this code, it represents a type of tire (tractor, car, truck, motorcycle,
etc.).
• 2209 – The 22 is the 22nd week of the year (in 2009 this is mid-May); the 09 means the year 2009.

A tire industry guideline is – a tire “shelf life” (sitting without being sold) is six (6) years maximum. Tires in use,
should be REMOVED = after ten (10) years of age. Also tires with cracks in sidewalls or between treads should be
removed.
Finally, always be sure – that a new tire is installed with a brand NEW VALVE STEM. Big mistake to put on good,
“new” rubber and use old stems with aged rubber compound.
Now is a good time to look at tires, browse the dealers and magazines and see what you can do for your safety by
putting the BEST RUBBER ON THE ROAD.

Now, go check your tires.
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And now a kind word for our sponsors:
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District Director Message
By the time this article circulates, the Region Rally will
have come & gone. Rene & I would like to thank all that
attended, and a special thanks to all of you that jumped
in to help. June brings us two more chapter Rally’s, CA1Eagles are hosting their very first Chapter Rally, so we
need everyone to show up in force. CA-1Dawg’s then will
be hosting their Hawaiian style event just before Wing
Ding, I’m still having visions of Tim McShane in a grass
skirt that I can’t seem to burn out of my eyes, hopefully
the coconuts will fit better by then.
DD Review,
Good Morning California. Spring has finally blessed
us with some nice weather, and we are definitely
taking advantage of it. The CA-1K Rally offered
some intense rides along Mulholland Drive heading
for the coast before delivering us to the final
meeting place where they served some great chow
and wonderful entertainment. I came within a
couple numbers of winning a set of those illusive
JBJ tires that seem to be at every rally. The rally
gave us the opportunity to spend some time with
Mom (Teola) Johnson on Mother’s Day, I hope you
all enjoyed the weekend as much as we did.

After June, Chapter Rally’s slow down until after the
District Rally, so that leaves the Summer open for Wing
Ding, family fun, and local chapter outings. So be sure to
take some time for yourselves in your own back yard.
One thing is for sure, there is a lot shaken in California
all year long.
Until next month... “Hang on - we’re going for a ride”
Bill& Rene Johnson
GWRRA
California District Directors
www.gwrra-ca.org

Rene & I were a little luckier at the CA2W Rally
out Fresno way last weekend. We finally broke our
bad luck string and took some of the 50/25/25
winnings. Still no tires, but we’ll keep trying. We
were blessed with some great riding weather, and
the wolves took real good care of everyone that
attended. The ride home was warm, so we got side
tracked to a Dairy Queen to spend some of our
winnings - yep, we are Wingers. We don’t just slow
for the “cone” zone, we stop.
It’s been fun watching all the chapters competing
for the right to take the host Chapter Mascot
home with them, its funny how that silly little
stuffed animal can demand such attention. I
understand the District Mascot (Hugo) is finally
migrating south, so be on the look out for him. The
Mascot game officially ends on August 1st, so keep
racking up the points and take good care of Hugo.
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June 2010
Sunday

Mon
day

Tues
day

Wednes
day

Thurs
day

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5
Empire Mines, Grass Valley
Ride

Planning
Meeting
Meet at
Holders
Country Inn
6:45pm start
Dinner 6:00
6
Empire Mines, Grass Valley
Ride

7

8

9

10

11

12
Marin Headlands Ride
Meet at Valco. Leave 10AM

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
Chapter Meeting
Meet at Hometown Buffet,
212 Ranch Dr. “McCarthy
Ranch Shopping Center”,
Milpitas. Starts promptly at
8:45 AM, Breakfast 8:00
AM.

20

21

22

23

24

25

26
Bass Lake Ride
Meet at Holiday Inn.
Leave 8am

27
CA1D Dog Days

28

29

30
Wing
Ding
Des
Moine,
Iowa
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July 2010
Sunday

Mon
day

4

Tues
day

Wednes
day

5

6

7

Thurs
day

Friday

Saturday

1
Wing
Ding
Des
Moine,
Iowa

2
Wing Ding
Des Moine, Iowa

8

9

Planning
Meeting
Meet at
Holders
Country Inn
6:45pm start
Dinner 6:00

Wing Ding
Des Moine, Iowa

3
Wing Ding
Des Moine, Iowa

10
San Simeon Ride
Meet at Holiday Inn.
Leave at 8am

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
Chapter Meeting
Meet at Hometown Buffet,
212 Ranch Dr. “McCarthy
Ranch Shopping Center”,
Milpitas. Starts promptly at
8:45 AM, Breakfast 8:00
AM.

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

San Simeon Ride

31
Blackhawk Car Museum.
Meet at Omega. Leave at
10am
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Region and District Staff
Region F Directors
Region F Educators
District Directors
District Educators

Anita & JR Alkire
Ace & Penny Peterson
Bill & Rene Johnson
Dennis & Julia Kunter

Jralkire@cox.net
Acenpenny@bresnan.net
Bill.johnson.gwrra@gmail.com
Djkunter@sbcglobal.net

619-741-8893
970-240-9408
707-429-2920
209-736-4564

Chapter CA2S Staff Members
Chapter Directors
Ass’t. Chapter Directors
Chapter Educator
Chapter Couple (COY)
Chapter Individual (IOY)
Tour Director
Newsletter Editor
Treasurer
Photographers
Web Master
Chapter Store
Membership Coordinator
Ride for Kids
Collection Manager

Bob & Irene Neitro

truhubby814@sbcglobal.net

408-934-0408

Ron Green
John & Debbie Watt
John Raser
Ron Green
Danny Shewey
Douglas Loyd
Mike Melby
John Raser
Verdi Jercha
Jim & Sherry Carr
Douglas Loyd

rgreen701@gmail.com
wingwatt@aol.com
john.raser@gmail.com
rgreen@cisco.com
fixitdano-gw1500@yahoo.com
ddloyd@cwnet.com
melbywing@comcast.net
john.raser@gmail.com
vjwinger@yahoo.com
supervalk1@aol.com
ddloyd@cwnet.com

408-262-8180
408-287-4147
408-268-0367
408-262-8180
408-729-0548
408-259-8334
408-963-8392
408-268-0367
408-247-1701
408-506-2553
408-259-8334
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OUR REGULAR MEETING PLACES
Monthly Meetings—The third Saturday of each month. The meeting starts promptly at 8:45
AM, and is usually over by 10:45 AM. Hometown Buffet, 212 Ranch Dr. (408) 935-0893
“McCarthy Ranch Shopping Center”, Milpitas. Business meeting, Safety Talk, 50/50 raffle,
General camaraderie. Any rider of Honda Gold Wing and Valkyrie motorcycles, or anyone
who just loves to ride.
TGIF – Beginning Jan 2009, these rides have been suspended for awhile.
Rides going NorthEast - Mervyn's parking lot on E. Calaveras Blvd. Milpitas (hwy 237 &
680)
Rides North to SF - Mercado Theater Santa Clara on Frontage Rd. off Great America
Parkway. This is the meeting place for rides that take us North along Hwys 101 or 85 (San
Francisco, Marin, Eureka).
Rides South - Holiday Inn at Bernal Rd and 101 South.
Disclaimer: Please note all meetings are subject to change, both in location and times to meet.
If you are interested in a ride or event and have questions, please call or email any staff member
noted in the newsletter or on the web. http://www.ca2s.org.
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California Chapter Meetings and Locations

Meeting Date & Time
1st Saturday 9:14 AM
Breakfast 8:30 AM
4th Sunday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00AM
2nd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
1st Sunday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
Last Saturday, 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:30 AM
2nd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
2nd Sunday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
3rd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 7:30 AM
2nd Sunday 8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:30AM
1st Sunday 8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:00 AM
3rd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
4th Sunday 8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:30 AM
1st Sunday 8:30 AM
1st Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
1st Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
3rd Sunday 8:45 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
2nd Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:30AM
4th Sunday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
2nd Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
3rd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
1st Saturday 10:00 AM
Breakfast 9:00 AM
3rd Saturday 8:45 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
1st Saturday 9:30 AM
Breakfast 8:30 AM

Chapter

Meeting Location

Ca1A

Greenhouse Cafe, 1169 Commerce Ctr Dr., Lancaster

Ca1D

Elks Lodge, 8108 E. Alondra Blvd., Paramount

Ca1F

Broken Yolk Café, 1851 Garnet Ave., San Diego

Ca1I

Covina Bowl, 1060 W. San Bernardino Rd., Covina

Ca1K

Lulu's Café, 16900 Roscoe Blvd., Van Nuys

Ca1L

IHOP Restaurant, 212 Madonna Rd, San Luis Obispo

Ca1M

Elks Club, 2055 Elks Drive, San Bernardino

Ca1N

Grandma BB's, 539 Vista Bella, Oceanside

Ca1Q

Hof's Hut, 7005 Knott Ave., Buena Park

Ca1R

Knowlwoods Restaurant, 14952 Sand Canyon, Irvine

Ca1S

Carrow’s Restaurant, 2401 Harbor Blvd, Ventura

Ca1V

Mawell’s, 17772 Wika Rd, Apple Valley

Ca1Y

Bakers Square, 936 North H St, Lompoc

Ca1Z

Home Town Buffet, 40390 Margarita Rd., Temecula

Ca2A

Neilson's Restaurant, 137 S. M St., Tulare

CaC

Denny’s Restaurant, 7900 Collegetown Dr, Sacramento

Ca2J

Hometown Buffet, 2050 Diamond Blvd., Concord

Ca2K

Jack & Linda’s Country Café , 2390 N Texas St, Fairfield

Ca2N

Pine Rest & Lounge, 19601 Hess Ave, Sonora

Ca2Q

Athen’s Burger Rest, 6999 Dublin Blvd, Dublin

Ca2R

Sang’s Café, 131 Main St, Salinas

Ca2S

Hometown Buffet, 212 Ranch Dr. “McCarthy Ranch
Shopping Center”, Milpitas
Brooks Ranch, 4131 S Chestnut Ave, Fresno

Ca2W
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