CA2S SHARK BYTES
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Chapter CA2S
Silicon Valley Wings
Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Region F / California District

Next
Chapter Meeting
Saturday, February 20
Hometown Buffet @
McCarthy Ranch, Milpitas
Breakfast @ 8 AM
Meeting @ 8:45 AM
We have a new sponsor, Fremont
Honda! Welcome, and we look
forward to a great relationship with
them. See the new ad on page 6.
The ‘snatch the mascot’ is now an
official district game and has some
new rules. Details on page 8 & 9.

What’s in this issue:
CD News: Page 2
ACD News: Page 3
Chapter News: Page 4
Our Sponsors: Pages 5-6
DD News: Page 7
Calendar: Pages 10-11
Chapter Contact Info: Page 14

Be sure to check out the upcoming
rides and activities at the CA2S
website calendar
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Chapter Director’s Message
that you pay special attention to Bill’s article
in this newsletter regarding support of the
chapter. We can always find openings for
anyone who would like to help out in the
“work” of the group. Right now, we are
lacking in assistants to every position. We
would appreciate any help that you could
offer. If you think you might be interested in a
leadership role, please think about attending
the Chapter Director certification class to be
held in March in Fairfield. Let me know if you
have any questions.
Well, here we are already into the new
year by a month now. The ride planning
meeting was a great success. The rides are
all planned and by the looks of it, we are
going to be having a lot of fun with a few
more overnighters than usual and some
new, undiscovered destinations. Now all
we need is YOU because without you, fun
is just “fn”. We are hoping that you take
time to join us on some rides and also
support our other chapters by attending
their rallies this year. Plus, we have left
open the opportunity for anyone to suggest
some “impromptu” rides on those
weekends that do not have a planned ride.
If you are planning on going riding, put it
out on the website or e-mail and see if
anyone would like to join you.
Mike Melby, Irene and myself had a great
time at the California Officers meeting in
Bakersfield last month. As you know by
now, Anita and J.R. have moved up to
Region and Bill and Rene Johnson,
formerly of CA2K, have stepped in as
District Directors. It looks like this is
going to be a great combination for all of
us in California. Look for some fun
changes to come along this year. As CD’s
of CA2S, Irene and I would like to suggest

Les Cook has the WingNut…..please bother
him with a phone call or e-mail to see if he has
it in his possession. It raises money for a great
cause. So, feel free to wake him up at 2:00am .
He won’t mind.
I.Wing and I have a new addition to our
family. We became proud owners of a
beautiful Beagle named Buster Brown. He is 4
years old and is a real joy. He loves to chase
tennis balls and loves to swim. I am working
on training him to sit in the co-riders seat and
take pictures while I.Wing is on disability
leave.
Well, that’s about it for February. Hope you
have a great month and that you find the time
and good weather to get out and ride.
Ride Safe and Ride Often,
grandpoohBOB and I.Wing
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The Region F Rally is West Wing 2 on May 27-30 in
Costa Mesa, California. They need a headcount for
Thursday evening so they know how much pizza to
order. There will be pizza and bingo that evening.
Chapter officer certification training will be held
Thursday and Friday. Rider training will be held
Friday. We are to bring the chapter banner as the
hotel is offering a place to hang them.
The resumes for the COY/IOY selection at the
District Rally must be submitted to District by July 1.

Chapter Wassup
By Michael Melby, CA-2S ACD

District Officers’ Meeting
Saturday, January 16
The drive down Friday afternoon was uneventful,
warmer than expected with heavy traffic. I took 101 to
Paso Robles, then 46 over to 99. Incidentally, the rest
area on 101 north of Paso Robles is closed through
March. The rest area east of Paso Robles on 46 is
closed through December. Those rest areas are being
rebuilt. Saturday in Bakersfield was a beautiful day,
but we were stuck inside at the meeting. I drove back
early Sunday morning. The traffic was light with the
temperature starting in the upper 40s and rising into the
low 50s. The rain started as I was leaving Salinas. My
rain gear worked well, although the seat of the pants
isn't totally waterproof.
The title of the GWRRA Guidebook is being changed
to GWRRA Handbook because its content is meant to
be more closely followed, not merely suggestions. It
contains things officers need to be doing. Another
change is that all officers must be certified by attending
training and passing a test. This training is not the
Horizon leadership training, but is aimed at Operations.
The deadline for officer certification is August 31.
Chapter Educators are next in line after Chapter
Directors and Assistant Directors. All GWRRA
members can attend the training, but may skip the test.
The first training session is scheduled for March 6 in
Fairfield. There is no cost other than travel expenses.
Every year the chapter must submit a 990 tax form,
990e if income is below $25,000. We are to send proof
of this to the District staff. Links to directions and
forms will be provided on the district web site.

The California District is publishing a monthly
newsletter. For this year, it will contain profiles of
chapter directors from two chapters each month.
Chapter 2S is scheduled for the March issue.
Deadline for each issue is the 25th of the month.
The mascot abduction game is not dead, but has
been officially revived for this year. However,
modification/mutilation is not permitted. Points are
being awarded based on member miles traveled to
“abduct” the mascot, as well as the use of water
pistols to accomplish the deed. There is also a
District Mascot (named Hugo) making the rounds;
it’s a wooly mammoth.
The District Rally will be held in the Village at
Mammoth on September 3-5. The room rates are
valid for an 8-day window, providing an opportunity
to spend a couple of extra days on either end of the
rally. There will be no dinner at the closing
festivities to help keep the price down. All activities
are at or near the hotel except for the opening and
closing events, for which the hotel is providing buses.
Each evening there will be live music and movies in
the vicinity (these are normal, not just for us). Vince
Puterbaugh, Assistant District Director, is
coordinating chapter assignments.
First aid training is now available from District.
Mike Burke will conduct medic/first aid training.
Because of the soaker history of our new District
Director, squirt guns should be brought to every
district event.
There is a tab for GW Caching on the district web
site. Although this is not the district game this year,
there seems to be some motivation for making this a
continuing activity that spreads nationally. There has
been some discussion with the national office to get
Garmin involved somehow. The plan is to have the
district web site host coordinates for caches
established by the California chapters.

CA2S Shark Bytes 3

CA2S News

An update on Sue Midkiff from Thursday Jan. 28th:
Sue had her second round of chemo today and
everything went well up to the last bottle of drip
chemical. She got dizzy and couldn't focus her eyes
for a minute. When she felt better, she got up to go
to the ladies room, and had difficulties breathing.
The nurse and doctor responded quickly and hooked
her up to the oxygen tank and she started breathing
quickly. She had neuropathy in her right side and
couldn't move the fingers on her right hand. The
doctor came back in and ran some tests on her and
determined the last bottle caused the problem. Virg
took her home about 4 PM, and she was able to move
her limbs a little better. She had a nap, and then a
bowl of soup for dinner. Her leg and hand were
about normal at this point. The doctor said it would
take time for the neuropathy to go away and be back
to normal. She will be a bit on the down and quiet
side for a while as she is back on the chemo pills twice
each day for another 14 days. We pray Sue continues
to improve and beats the cancer.
Virg

_______________________________
Thank You 1 and All
Just a quick note to say "Thank you" to each of you
for making CA2S After Holiday Party a Success!
Thank you for bringing Appetizers & Desserts for all
of us to enjoy. Thank you for participating in the
great game of "guess who I am". And Best of All
THANK YOU for the lovely CANDLE FISH
BOWL I now have sitting in my living room. LOVE
IT !!!
Thank You GWRRA CA2S you are the BEST!!!!!!!
Sincerely,
Kath

February
Birthdays
Les Cook
Debbie Watt
Jim Carr
Paul Cline

5
14
23
25

GWRRA-CA OFFICER CERTIFICATION
PROGRAM
MARCH 6 AND 7, 2010
FAIRFIELD CA.
This is the first class that Ms. Terri Riolo will be
facilitating and Bill Johnson has been able to get it
for all of us in Northern California. It is a program
to certify all CD's and ACD's but potential future
officer types are also invited to attend. Bill says
that he will try and have it completed in one day
but is reserving Sunday just in case.
Free Lunch on Saturday provided by the District.
Please let Bob or Mike Melby know if you are
planning on attending with CA2S.

_______________________________
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And now a kind word for our sponsors:
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District Director Message
Which brings me to an important observation. I
recently attended a chapter meeting where the
Chapter Director justly was nominated for and
received their highly coveted “Wing Nut” award.
The infraction was for a grammatical error on
their web page that caused a few visitors to arrive
at their meeting an hour early. That wasn’t as
important as my observation that the CD also
serves as ACD, Web Master, and Newsletter
Editor, amongst their other duties as spouse,
friend, dishwasher, mechanic, etc.
The DD Review,
Well, we are off and running thanks to a great
Officers Conference on January 16th. Rene &
I really want to thank all of those that
attended for giving up your weekend to help us
work out the details for 2010. We understand
how tough it can be to travel all the way to
Bakersfield to listen to us ramble for 8 hours
during these very tough times. We just hope
you all feel it was time well spent.
We have quite a bit of laundry to finish
cleaning up, but we are moving through the pile
very quickly. Things like signature cards, tax
forms, and ride calendar preparations all take
up a lot of time we would much rather spend
riding through this great state of ours. The
nice thing is we can get all this done while we
are receiving a dose of Mother Nature that we
badly need.
Our District Staff has been very busy
learning their new responsibilities, and I must
admire their commitment. Many work late into
the evening after work to keep things flowing,
as do all the Officers and Staff of each
Chapter.

www.gwrra-ca.org

My keen since of observation also noticed that
there were over 25 chapter members present at
the meeting, yet the CD’s had all these staff
vacancies to cover all by themselves. How could
that be? Everyone in the meeting were dedicated
chapter members of a great chapter, their
business meetings are always well populated, and
they are a very active chapter. Maybe they have all
served in one capacity or another before and don’t
feel their service is needed. Maybe they are too
busy to help, and all they need to do is just attend
the rides and meetings. If you find yourself in this
situation, please think again. Maybe the CD asked
once, didn’t get any response, so continued to do
their best with a minimal staff. This occurs in all
chapters, not just the one I mentioned up above.
So while we are cleaning house, finishing the
laundry, and getting our business in order before
the riding season starts, if you find yourself in a
chapter that maybe understaffed, and they all are,
ask your Chapter Director what you can do to help.
And you CD’s out there - even though you may have
asked once before, ask again, sometimes we just
need some persuasion. We need everyone’s help to
make our great organization continue to grow.
OK, now that our house is all in order, lets get
out there and
“Hang on - we’re going for a ride”.
Bill & Rene Johnson
California District Directors
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February 2010
Sunday

Mon
day

Tues
Day

Wednes
day

1

Thurs
day

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

Planning
Meeting
Meet at
Holders
Country Inn
6:45pm start
Dinner 6:00
7

8

6
PLP
Meet at 1st & Heading
Parking Lot. 10:00 AM Start

13
Monterey Bay
Meet at Holiday Inn
Depart 10:00 AM

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
Chapter Meeting
Meet at Hometown Buffet,
212 Ranch Dr. “McCarthy
Ranch Shopping Center”,
Milpitas. Starts promptly at
8:45 AM, Breakfast 8:00
AM.

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
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March 2010
Sunday

Mon
day

Tues
Day

Wednes
day

1

2

3

Thurs
day

4

Friday

Saturday

5

7

8

6
Officer Training
Fairfield
All Day, Leave Early

Planning
Meeting
Meet at
Holders
Country Inn
6:45pm start
Dinner 6:00
9

10

11

12

13
Tomales Bay
Meet at Valco
9:00 AM Depart

Officer Training
Fairfield
½ Day, Leave Early

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

23

24

25

26
Rally in the
Valley
Meet at Holiday
Inn.
6:00 AM Depart

Workshop
Carr’s Garage
10:00 AM

28

29

30

20
Chapter Meeting
Meet at Hometown Buffet,
212 Ranch Dr. “McCarthy
Ranch Shopping Center”,
Milpitas. Starts promptly at
8:45 AM, Breakfast 8:00
AM.
27
Rally in the Valley

31

Rally in the Valley
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Region and District Staff
Region F Director
Region F Director (Pro
Tem)
District Directors
District Educators

Neil Zack
Melissa Eason (Executive
Director)
Bill & Rene Johnson
John & Joan Garrett

neil1947@aol.com

505-994-4150
623-581-2500

Bill.johnson.gwrra@gmail.com
john@garrett.bz

707-429-2920
951-679-4987

Chapter CA2S Staff Members
Chapter Directors
Ass’t. Chapter Directors
Chapter Educator
Chapter Couple (COY)
Chapter Individual (IOY)
Tour Director
Newsletter Editor
Treasurer
Photographers
Web Master
Chapter Store
Membership Coordinator
Ride for Kids
Collection Manager

Bob & Irene Neitro
Mike & MaryAnne Melby
Ron Green
John & Debbie Watt
John Raser
Ron Green
Danny Shewey
Douglas Loyd
Mike Melby
John Raser
Verdi Jercha
Jim & Sherry Carr
Douglas Loyd

truhubby814@sbcglobal.net
melbywing@comcast.net
rgreen701@gmail.com
wingwatt@aol.com
john.raser@gmail.com
rgreen@cisco.com
fixitdano-gw1500@yahoo.com
ddloyd@cwnet.com
melbywing@comcast.net
john.raser@gmail.com
vjwinger@yahoo.com
supervalk1@aol.com
ddloyd@cwnet.com

408-934-0408
408-963-8392
408-262-8180
408-287-4147
408-268-0367
408-262-8180
408-729-0548
408-259-8334
408-963-8392
408-268-0367
408-247-1701
408-506-2553
408-259-8334
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OUR REGULAR MEETING PLACES
Monthly Meetings—The third Saturday of each month. The meeting starts promptly at 8:45
AM, and is usually over by 10:45 AM. Hometown Buffet, 212 Ranch Dr. (408) 935-0893
“McCarthy Ranch Shopping Center”, Milpitas. Business meeting, Safety Talk, 50/50 raffle,
General camaraderie. Any rider of Honda Gold Wing and Valkyrie motorcycles, or anyone
who just loves to ride.
TGIF – Beginning Jan 2009, these rides have been suspended for awhile.
Rides going NorthEast - Mervyn's parking lot on E. Calaveras Blvd. Milpitas (hwy 237 &
680)
Rides North to SF - Mercado Theater Santa Clara on Frontage Rd. off Great America
Parkway. This is the meeting place for rides that take us North along Hwys 101 or 85 (San
Francisco, Marin, Eureka).
Rides South - Holiday Inn at Bernal Rd and 101 South.
Disclaimer: Please note all meetings are subject to change, both in location and times to meet.
If you are interested in a ride or event and have questions, please call or email any staff member
noted in the newsletter or on the web. http://www.ca2s.org.
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California Chapter Meetings and Locations

Meeting Date & Time
1st Saturday 9:14 AM
Breakfast 8:30 AM
4th Sunday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00AM
2nd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
1st Sunday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
Last Saturday, 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:30 AM
2nd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
2nd Sunday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
3rd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 7:30 AM
2nd Sunday 8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:30AM
1st Sunday 8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:00 AM
3rd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
4th Sunday 8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:30 AM
1st Sunday 8:30 AM
1st Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
1st Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
3rd Sunday 8:45 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
2nd Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:30AM
4th Sunday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
2nd Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
3rd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
1st Saturday 10:00 AM
Breakfast 9:00 AM
3rd Saturday 8:45 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
1st Saturday 9:30 AM
Breakfast 8:30 AM

Chapter

Meeting Location

Ca1A

Greenhouse Cafe, 1169 Commerce Ctr Dr., Lancaster

Ca1D

Elks Lodge, 8108 E. Alondra Blvd., Paramount

Ca1F

Broken Yolk Café, 1851 Garnet Ave., San Diego

Ca1I

Covina Bowl, 1060 W. San Bernardino Rd., Covina

Ca1K

Lulu's Café, 16900 Roscoe Blvd., Van Nuys

Ca1L

IHOP Restaurant, 212 Madonna Rd, San Luis Obispo

Ca1M

Elks Club, 2055 Elks Drive, San Bernardino

Ca1N

Grandma BB's, 539 Vista Bella, Oceanside

Ca1Q

Hof's Hut, 7005 Knott Ave., Buena Park

Ca1R

Knowlwoods Restaurant, 14952 Sand Canyon, Irvine

Ca1S

Carrow’s Restaurant, 2401 Harbor Blvd, Ventura

Ca1V

Mawell’s, 17772 Wika Rd, Apple Valley

Ca1Y

Bakers Square, 936 North H St, Lompoc

Ca1Z

Home Town Buffet, 40390 Margarita Rd., Temecula

Ca2A

Neilson's Restaurant, 137 S. M St., Tulare

CaC

Denny’s Restaurant, 7900 Collegetown Dr, Sacramento

Ca2J

Hometown Buffet, 2050 Diamond Blvd., Concord

Ca2K

Jack & Linda’s Country Café , 2390 N Texas St, Fairfield

Ca2N

Pine Rest & Lounge, 19601 Hess Ave, Sonora

Ca2Q

Athen’s Burger Rest, 6999 Dublin Blvd, Dublin

Ca2R

Sang’s Café, 131 Main St, Salinas

Ca2S

Hometown Buffet, 212 Ranch Dr. “McCarthy Ranch
Shopping Center”, Milpitas
Brooks Ranch, 4131 S Chestnut Ave, Fresno

Ca2W

CA2S Shark Bytes 16

