
 

 

    CA2S News Flash: 
 
Chapter Garage Sale June 15-17th at the 
Watt’s.  Save your stuff and plan to come!! 
 
Ron Green led the ride to Cave Junction and Ash-
land, Oregon  May 25.  Be sure to ask him for 
pics, and find out how much fun it was.  

 
Blue Butt Rally, August 17-18. See Jim Carr if in-
terested. 
 
Mike Melby (Chapter Educator) is updating his 
records.  Check email for details and  reply!   
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association  
Region F / California District 
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Come join us Tuesday night,  
June 12 at Holders Country Inn  
998 S De Anza Blvd , Cupertino       
      Dinner @ 6 PM 
     Meeting @ 7 PM 
 



 

 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association 
 

Region and District Staff 
 

Region F Directors Bill & Janet Agnew  719-275-4860 
   agnewjan@msn.com 
District Directors  Anita & JR Alkire               858-922-2251   
   jralkire@cox.net, amalkire@cox.net 
District Educators Ralph Richardson/Susan Layman  858-541-1176 
   gwrra-deca@san.rr.com 

 

Chapter CA2S Staff Members 
 
Chapter Directors  Jim & Sherry Carr  408-923-0740 
   supervalk1@aol.com 
Ass’t. Chapter Directors Cliff Handley   408-365-7018 
   clcjj@sbcglobal.net 
Chapter Educator  Mike Melby    
   mmelby@earthlink.net 
Chapter Couple (COY) Virg & Sue Midkiff  408-252-7777  
   irneglvirg@aol.com 
Chapter Individual (IOY) Douglas Loyd   408-259-8334 
   ddloyd@cwnet.com 
Tour Director  Virg & Sue Midkiff  408-252-7777  
   irneglvirg@aol.com 
Newsletter Editor  Danny Shewey   408-729-0548 
   fixitdano-gw1500@yahoo.com  
Treasurer  Douglas Loyd   408-259-8334 
   ddloyd@cwnet.com 
Photographers  Herbert & Claudia Birthelmer 408-378-3148 
   birthi@birthi.com 
Web Master  Rich Wallace   209-827-1783 
   richwallace@sbcglobal.net  
Chapter Store  Verdi Jercha   408-247-1701 
   vjwinger@yahoo.com  
Membership Coordinator Jim & Sherry Carr  408-923-0740 
   supervalk1@aol.com 
Ride for Kids   Douglas Loyd   408-259-8334 
Collection Manager ddloyd@cwnet.com 

 

Check out our website at: http://www.ca2s.org 
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Meeting Date  & Time Chapter Meeting Location 

1st Saturday  9:00 AM 
Breakfast 8:30 AM 

Ca1A Greenhouse Cafe, 1169 Commerce Ctr Dr., Lancaster 

3rd Sunday  8:30 AM 
Breakfast 8:00AM 

Ca1D Elks Lodge, 8108 E. Alondra Blvd., Paramount  

2nd Saturday  8:30 AM 
Breakfast 8:00 AM 

Ca1F Broken Yolk Café, 1851 Garnet Ave., San Diego 

1st Sunday  8:30 AM 
Breakfast 8:00 AM 

Ca1I Covina Bowl, 1060 W. San Bernardino Rd., Covina 

Last Saturday, 9:00 AM 
Breakfast 8:30 AM 

Ca1K Lulu's Café, 16900 Roscoe Blvd., Van Nuys 

4th Saturday  8:30 AM 
Breakfast 8:00 AM 

Ca1L Corcoran’s Restaurant, 611 E. Grand Ave., Arroyo 
Grande 

2nd Sunday  9:00 AM 
Breakfast 8:00 AM 

Ca1M Elks Club, 2055 Elks Drive, San Bernardino 

3rd Saturday 8:00 AM 
Breakfast 7:00 AM 

Ca1N Gramma BB's, 539 Vista Bella, Oceanside 

2nd Sunday  8:00 AM 
Breakfast 7:30AM 

Ca1Q Hof's Hut, 7005 Knott Ave., Buena Park 

1st Sunday  8:00 AM 
Breakfast 7:30  AM 

Ca1R Knowlwoods Restaurant, 14952 Sand Canyon, Irvine 

3rd Saturday  8:30 AM 
Breakfast 8:00 AM 

Ca1S Mike's Fiesta, 2350 S. Victoria, Ventura 

3rd Sunday  8:00 AM 
Breakfast 7:30  AM 

Ca1V Johnny Reb’s, 15051 7th St., Victorville 

1st Sunday  8:30 AM Ca1Y Elk's Lodge, 905 E. Ocean Ave., Lompoc 

1st Saturday 9:00 AM 
Breakfast 8:00 AM 

Ca1Z Home Town Buffet, 40390 Margarita Rd., Temecula 

1st Saturday 8:00 AM 
Breakfast 7:00 AM 

Ca2A Neilson's Restaurant, 137 S. M St., Tulare 

3rd Sunday 8:45 AM 
Breakfast 8:00 AM 

CaC Denny’s Restaurant, 7900 Collegetown Dr, 
Sacramento 

2nd Wednesday  7:00PM 
Dinner 6:30PM 

Ca2E Carrows, 1484 E. Shaw, Fresno 

4th Saturday  9:00 AM 
Breakfast 8:00AM 

Ca2G Peach Tree Restaurant, 1080 N. Beale Rd., Marysville 

2nd Saturday  9:00 AM 
Breakfast 8:30AM 

Ca2J J.J. North’s, 2050 Diamond Blvd., Concord 

4th Sunday  9:00 AM 
Breakfast 8:00 AM 

Ca2K Country Waffles, 2390 N Texas St, Fairfield 

2nd Saturday  9:00 AM 
Breakfast 8:00 AM 

Ca2N “Your Place”, 14715 Mono Way, Sonora 

3rd Saturday  8:30 AM 
Breakfast 8:00 AM 

Ca2Q Gianna’s Restaurant, 833 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore 

1st Saturday  9:30 AM Ca2R The Cedar House, 7511 Pacheca Pass Rd., Hollister 

2nd Tuesday  7:00 PM 
Dinner 6:00 PM 

Ca2S Holder’s Country Inn, 998 DeAnza Blvd, Cupertino 

 Ca2U Unknown 

California Chapter Meetings and Locations 
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NOTE: If you supply your own shirt, the price for the logo is $15.50 plus S&H of $5, name is an extra $4.    
ORDER: Only one item, per person, per line, please. 
 

Ca2S Chapter Stores Order FormCa2S Chapter Stores Order FormCa2S Chapter Stores Order Form   
Customer: __________________E-Mail:  ________ Phone:  ____________ 

Item # Description 
Price 

Sm—2X 

Price 3X 
(Larger on 
Request) 

J1 Chapter jacket a Fleece 
 b Quilted 

$100 
Special pric-

ing 
V2 Chapter Vest 

w/ Patches (large back, top/bottom rockers, chapter logo) 
45 

No patches 
20 

S3 TWILL LONG SLEEVE white—100% woven cotton w/ collar 
men’s (M—3X) women’s (SM—1X) 

41 43 

S4 POLO SHIRT, Short sleeve, white knit—100% cotton 
men’s (M—3X) women’s (SM—1X) 

27 30 

S5 POLO SHIRT, Long sleeve, white knit—100% cotton 
unisex (M—2X) 

27 30 

S6 HENLEY SHIRT, Long sleeve, white—100% cotton w/ cuffs, 
no collar unisex (M—3X) 

28 34 

S7 DENIM LONG SLEEVE Light weight, stone wash, Lt. Blue 
unisex (SM—3X) 

37 40 

S8 DENIM SHORT SLEEVE Light weight, stone wash, Lt. Blue 
unisex (SM—3X) 

36 39 

S9 DENIM LONG SLEEVE Med. weight, stone wash, Dk. Blue 
unisex (SM—3X) 

43 46 

M10 Chapter HAT with Ca2S Logo               a white 
  b blue & white 

18  

M11 Kool-Scarf, various colors 6  

M12 Neck Scarf, royal blue 4  

M13 NATIONAL patch, 10 in. 12  

M14 Ca2S patch, 4 in 6  

M15 ROCKERS, for 10 in patch (each)        top CA2S—San Jose  
                                                               bottom           

8 (ea)  

M16 CPR certified patch member 
 non-member, solo 
 non-member, two-up 

3 
7 
10 

 

M17 ATTENNA FLAG 15  

LINE 
ITEM Item #  SIZE/style QTY. Price Name 

$4 extra 
for name Sub Total 

1        
2        
3        
4        
5        
6        

Totals        
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OUR REGULAR MEETING PLACES  
 
 
 

Monthly Meetings—The second Tuesday of each month. 
The meeting starts promptly at 7 PM, and is over by  
9 PM. Holder’s Country Inn, 998 S. De Anza Blvd,  
Cupertino.  Business meeting, Safety Talk, 50/50 raffle, 
General camaraderie.  Any rider of Honda Gold Wing and 
Valkyrie motorcycles, or anyone who just loves to ride. 
 
 
TGIF - Friday night short ride to dinner MEET- 6:30-7 
Every Friday night at Valco shopping mall - lower parking 
lot behind and across the street from JC Penny's  
 
 
Rides going NorthEast - Mervyn's parking lot on E. Calav-
eras Blvd. Milpitas (hwy 237 & 680)  
 
 
Rides North to SF - Mercado Theater Santa Clara on Front-
age Rd. off Great America Parkway. This is the meeting 
place for rides that take us North along Hwys 101 or 85 (San 
Francisco, Marin, Eureka).  
 
 
Rides South - Holiday Inn at Bernal Rd and 101 South. 
 
Please note all meeting places except (TGIF Friday night 
rides) are subject to change, both in location and times to 
meet. If you are interested in a ride or event and have ques-
tions, please call or email any staff member noted in the 
newsletter or on the web. http://www.ca2s.org.  
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Chapter Director’s Message 
 
Buenos Nachos, Chikitas and Hombres.  
I'd better get off the Spanish thing before I 
make a fool outta myself.( Or did I do that al-
ready)  
Anyhow, it's been a nice month with only bet-
ter to come. We just did the Black Diamond 
Mine ride and it was very interesting. Plus, 
John Watt did a super job of leading us thru 
some great back roads.The whole day was 
very pleasant. 

I'm writing this just before the planning meeting, and we are going to see if we 
can get some good Impromptu's going. With this kind of weather we need a 
"LOTTA" riding.  So stay tuned for special stuff coming up. Also, if anyone 
has a nice Day ride in mind, don’t be shy. If you want, send it to me and I will 
send it out. 
About that Banjo music thing, we went last time and I was Impressed, because  
the band leader and a new friend of his performed for about 20 min. at the most 
professional level "Dueling banjo's " and stuff like that. It was great and it was 
free.  
Uncle Jim Boob/  
CD-CA2S  
 
AND NOW FROM THE BACK SEAT ,  
Hi All,  
Well its that time of the year again its called "FUNDRAISER" or Garage Sale 
at the Watt's. We have a lot of new members to help clean their garage out and 
bring all their treasures to the Watt's for sale to help the Chapter make their 
money for the year, so we can have FUN FUN FUN.  With picnics at the parks 
& the beaches and a Chapter paid Holiday party at the end of the year. So go 
through your house, garage, back yard of your families garages & houses.  
Even your neighbor's too.  You never know where we might find Treasures to 
sell. Any of you who came to the last workshop can attest we have started col-
lecting.  Uncle Jim went to his Sister's and we have stuff already, good stuff 
too.  
So lets see how much we can raise...  
Well gotta get going for now, Take care and Ride Safe  
Mugsey...   
Mrs. CD-CA2S 
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From Les: 
I just received word that Ed Sollars has passed away. Ed was a long time 
member of GWRRA and a former Assistant Chapter Director of Chapter 
Ca2S. Some of us knew him through his work as a carrier manager for the 
San Francisco Chronicle. It has been several years since we have seen Ed due 
to health issues. 
 
From John Watt, May 11: 
Hello Fellow wingers. As you may have heard , Ed Sollars a long time mem-
ber of GWRRA and friend has passed away this week. I have been told that it 
was due to congestive heart failure. They think that he may have passed on 
Monday, but was not found until Wednesday.  
Ed's family is moving along with putting this behind them. Funeral arrange-
ments are for Saturday afternoon at 2:00 PM at Skylawn Memorial at the top 
of Highway 92 and Highway 35. The family would really appreciate your 
attendance if at all possible. I know Ed would have loved knowing he had 
GoldWings at his funeral.  
Ed has been with GWRRA for many years and loved to ride his Wing. He 
was both Chapter Director and Assistant District Director for a couple of 
years and had a great time doing his part to make it fun for the members of 
GWRRA. Ed was also a big part of keeping the chapter together in the early 
90's when our chapters spirits were down and there were only a few members 
left to carry on. And Ed was the instigator of the TGIF Ride. I know I will 
miss Ed and the great times we had together on the chapter rides and the 
miles we put behind us.  
Thank you, John Watt 
 
From Virg: 
Howdy all.  There are times that we do rides for fun and then there are times 
we show respect for our past friends. As you know from John Watt's email, 
one of our own has passed away. He was a vital part of our chapter and 
GWRRA as a whole. His funeral will be held tomorrow Saturday May 12th, 
at Sky Lawn Cemetery. That is located at the intersection ofHwy. 92 and 
Hwy 35. For all of you that would like to particpate in a ride to Ed's funeral, 
we will leave Jim Carr's house at 1:00 PM. Dress will be normal riding gear 
as Ed would prefer that.  
Thanks, Virg  
 
 
More on the following pages…. 

In memory of Ed Sollars 



 

 

In fond memory of Ed Sollars 
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From Verdi: 
I can’t remember when I first met Ed Sollars, but I can remember lots of good 
times. 
 
Ed was my Assistant Chapter Director in the Gold Wing Road Riders Association 
chapter CA2S in San Jose for a time and he had many good ideas for short evening 
rides. Our weekly Friday Night Rides were originally Ed’s good idea. It began as a 
dessert ride, but we decided we were more hungry than in need of dessert. How-
ever, we did find places to have dinner that also provided dessert. 
 
An opening in the Gold Wing state staff attracted Ed’s interest and he filled that 
position for a time. Oh, did he enjoy meeting people! Although there was unrest in 
the upper ranks of GWRRA and a complete turn over in state staff, Ed persevered 
with riding his Gold Wing and meeting people. One vacation he planned com-
pletely around how many chapter meetings and rallies he could attend. He was 
absolutely thrilled when someone would step up for the long distance trophy only 
to be told to sit back down, Ed Sollars from California had that title wrapped up. 
 
Ed was one third of a little caravan to the 1988 Wing Ding in Snowmass, outside 
of Aspen, Colorado. My daughter and I rode one bike, Nevin and his two daughters 
were on another Wing with a sidecar, and Ed was dubbed “The Babysitter” by the 
girls when they got tired of their parents. 
 
Ed became the “Tail Gunner” from the start. He was a cautious rider and less ag-
gressive than many of the other riders. Ed often rode at his own pace and the group 
and he would leap frog on long trips. He was mightily chagrined the night he got a 
speeding ticket because he had fallen so far behind the group that he had to speed 
to catch up. 
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Now, we're off the super-slab and onto calmer, less congested two-
lane rural roads.  We will frequently encounter slower vehicles, such 
as farm equipment, trucks, and gawking morons on their cell 
phones.  Again, follow the leader, but you are responsible for your 
own part of the move.  If the group is attempting to pass en masse, 
maintain your separation from the other bikes in the group.  Make 
sure you have room to make the pass by checking for oncoming traf-
fic or other hazards.  Before moving into the passing lane make sure 
nothing is overtaking you in that lane.  Don't assume the Group 
Leader and the Tail Gunner are clearing the lane for you.  If traffic is 
heavy or the road is sufficiently curvy, the pass may be executed indi-
vidually.  Take the same precautions as if you were riding 
alone.  Check for oncoming hazards or overtaking traffic.  Complete 
the pass deliberately and quickly, but leave room behind you for fol-
lowing riders to return to the lane. 

Jim Carr and group during a pit stop on the  
Black Diamond Mine ride in May 
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From our Rider Educator 
 

Chapter Educator Column  
Group Riding 

 
Previously, we discussed the ride formation.  This column will de-
scribe lane changes as the group is in motion. 

First, and most important, the members of the group must follow the 
directions of the Group Leader. 

We're driving on a multi-lane roadway, with the lanes numbered from 
left to right.  There will be times when the group must change 
lanes.  The Group Leader will ask the Tail Gunner to secure the de-
sired lane.  The Tail Gunner will survey conditions, and when safe 
move into the desired lane, then announce to the Group Leader that 
the lane is secure.  The members of the group are to hold their posi-
tions.  The Group Leader will activate the appropriate turn signal and 
announce to the group that it's time to move to the desired lane.  Only 
after the Group Leader directs the move are the members of the group 
to proceed.  Check the space you will move into to make sure it's 
clear.  Move into the equivalent track in the adjacent lane.  If you're 
in the left track before the move, you'll be in the left track after the 
move.  When making the move do not cross the bike ahead of or be-
hind you.  In other words, if you're in the left track and the group is 
moving to the lane on your right, wait for the bikes in the right track 
to move to their right.  If you move before the bikes in the other 
track, you will reduce or eliminate the cushion between bikes.  Ide-
ally, all bikes would move in unison, but very often it looks kind of 
ragged. 

Occasionally, the Group Leader will direct the group to move to an 
adjacent lane independently, either from the front or from the rear of 
the group.  This typically happens when traffic is heavy.  When 
changing lanes in this manner, make sure the space you're moving 
into is clear (you may have to wait for traffic to clear), and maintain 
the space between your bike and the other bikes in the group.  Don't 
cross the other track until the bikes there have moved out of that 
track. 

 

 

Ed and I had dogs at the same time. He sure loved his dog, Scotty. Ed’s dog being 
larger, was dubbed “Snack” while my much smaller girl was dubbed “Hors d’oeu-
vre.”  Ed put together a dog contest the year our state rally was held in Santa Clara. 
He had imaginative categories as well as creative gifts for all the winners. There 
were probably six dogs in the competition, all amateurs, but we had fun and the 
activity was definitely a crowd pleaser. 
 
Ed’s health prevented him from attending chapter activities these past years, but 
the few times he showed for a meeting or a chapter picnic, people were always 
happy to see him and hear his stories. 

I’m sure his riding with Scotty and Gold Wings. 

Verdi Jercha 
Friday, May 11, 2007 
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From our District Directors,  
 
We’d tell you that we are exhausted with all the 
riding and visiting that we have done in the last 
month, but we’d be doing it with a smile on our 
faces!  We love getting out and seeing all of you, 
but my Mom and Dad are starting to wonder if 
there is any family time scheduled?  Well, there 
was, we spent Mother’s Day with them right after 
we rode the beautiful hills of Malibu.  Chapter 1K 

put on a fabulous event and those who missed out missed a day of sun on the 
beach, with fabulous food and breathtaking views from the twisty roads of 
the Malibu hills and famous Mulholland Hwy.  Don’t miss out next year, this 
is definitely worth attending.   
 
But we started our journey to Lompoc, an unbelievable dinner at the Hitchin’ 
Post in Casmellia and then a lovely time visiting with 1Y on their Tax Ride.  
They unveiled a new pin this year with their cute little mascot, the little yel-
low rubber duck, so 1Y is officially the rubber ducks ☺  Yes it was raining 
and yes we were in the car, but sometimes that is just the way it is.  It was 
gorgeous on Saturday and we were sorry we were in the car, but coming 
home on Sunday we were pleased (no Del and Chapter M, we did not smirk 
at you as we went by in the car). 
 
Then the western theme was really kicked off at 1V and Lois and Karl took 
the prize in their fabulous attire.  The venue at Peggy Sue’s was wonderful as 
usual and it was also great to see Judy with smiles and hugs.  It was also 
great to see Priscilla, look out, she is getting stronger and stronger and she 
can pinch ☺ 
 
We also had the pleasure of attending Chapter 1R’s 25th Anniversary celebra-
tion.  It’s amazing to think of a California Chapter being 25 years old and 
being vital and vibrant and still having tons of fun and all loving each other.  
Ray and Nancy even found charter members to attend.  With their fabulous 
volunteers, the Chapter did a fabulous job celebrating their awesome chapter.  
Happy Anniversary Chapter R! 
 
Then it was up to Fresno for 2W’s 2nd annual event and another Cinco de 
Mayo celebration.  Mary must have worked for weeks preparing all of the 
tamales and they were excellent.  I have always been “jealous” of those folks 
at poker runs who win tires, well, we have now joined those ranks, WE WON 
TIRES!  Thanks 2W for a great event! 
 

 
.   8 

 

 

Birthdays 
 

Bill Johnson (BJ)      19 
Larry Rossi               23 
Sherry Carr               24 
Bernice Vitcov          24 

 
Anniversaries 

Ron & Betsy Taylor  22 
BJ & Marilyn Johnson      28 
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So as you can see, we’ve been busy and we are getting ready to leave Thursday 
for Region Rally and I know we’ll see many of you there.  Have safe travels! 
 
A wonderful note to tell you, Donna Pickens, one of our Assistant District Directors had 
shoulder surgery and she is recovering marvelously.  Send her all your good thoughts and 
well wishes. 
 
We at district have started a member recognition program.  Although we can’t be every-
where (and you don’t want us everywhere☺) we do observe or hear about members go-
ing out of their way to help other members or be generous of nature and spirit.  At Chap-
ter R’s wonderful 25th anniversary meeting we gave away our first “Above and Beyond” 
pins to Jim Pulley and Pat Lewis.  Jim gave up his room at Rally in the Valley and 
moved in with Pat so that the Queen Mum could have a room.  This was an inconven-
ience to all but friends came through for friends to work it out, thanks again guys.  We 
then attended Chapter I’s meeting to award our next recipients but they were out doing 
exactly what we were recognizing them for.  Monty and Lucy each year put on a home 
cooked meal, they pay for everything and just ask for donations for Ride for Kids.  As I 
understand it, they raised $3,000+ this year!  These folks are to be thanked for their un-
selfish acts to promote GWRRA and live up to our motto of “Friends for Fun, Safety and 
Knowledge” and going above and beyond to make all of us look good.  If you know of 
someone that we should be recognizing, please call us or email us and let us know be-
cause we are looking to make a difference one member at a time because it’s you that 
makes this such a fabulous organization. 
 
So on the knowledge front; we want to announce to you that we have scheduled a Hori-
zon’s Program here in California.  It will be August 10-12th at the DoubleTree in Bakers-
field.  Why Bakersfield where it will be too d___ stinking hot?  Because we want to keep 
you in class and because it’s a central location in the state.  The program will start Friday 
evening at 7PM with an overview and introduction; we’ll work all day Saturday, lunch 
included, and ½ a day on Sunday.  What is Horizon’s?  It is a leadership program.  Who 
should attend?  Everyone!!!  It’s not just for future CD’s, it’s for anyone who wants to 
understand more about GWRRA and about themselves.  It’s an eye-opening experience 
and it’s FUN!  The cost will be $25, yes that does include the lunch, and your room cost 
is $92/night.  We will have a registration form out before Region Rally and we will post 
it on the District Website.  When we first joined GWRRA we attended a Horizon’s Pro-
gram at the Doubletree in Bakersfield and found the information useful and it answered a 
lot of questions about the organization.  We met folks that we are still fast friends with 
and we had a blast.  I told the hotel that I was expecting 75 people to attend!  Please 
prove me right.  We will be opening this up to other states as well as Nevada has ex-
pressed an interest and others.  I promised to do a Horizon’s Program in California and 
here it is, we’ve taken the program as students twice and we taught it and we are looking 
forward to teaching it again.  So come and be a part of a fantastic program and come and 
play with your friends. 
 
All aboard, 
Anita and JR 
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