Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Region F / California District

Chapter CA2S
Silicon Valley

GWRRA—CA2S
3561 Telegraph Dr.
San Jose, CA 95132
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Come join us Saturday,
Apr. 8th at Coco’s Restaurant
1209 Oakmead Pkwy
Sunnyvale

Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Region and District Staff
Region F Directors
District Directors
District Educators

Bill & Janet Agnew
agnewjan@msn.com
Joyce and Rick Elmore
jelmore@cox.net
Ralph Richardson/Susan Layman
gwrra-deca@san.rr.com

719-275-4860
858-748-1385
858-541-1176

Chapter CA2S Staff Members
Chapter Directors

Les Cook & Verdi Jercha
popcycle@pacbell.net
Ass’t. Chapter Directors Cliff & Lois Benzel
cliffbenzel@hotmail.com
Chapter Educator
Lynn Ryle
lrbluewing@verizon.net
Chapter Couple (COY) Les Cook & Verdi Jercha
popcycle@pacbell.net
Chapter Individual (IOY) Douglas Loyd
ddloyd@cwnet.com
Tour Director
Cliff & Lynda Handley
clcjj@sbcglobal.net
Newsletter Editor
Danny Shewey
fixitdano-gw1500@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer
Douglas Loyd
ddloyd@cwnet.com
Photographers
Herbert & Claudia Birthelmer
birthi@birthi.com
Web Master
Danny Shewey
fixitdano-gw1500@sbcglobal.net
Chapter Store
Debbie Nevins
dwnevins@yahoo.com
Membership Coordinator Wendell Nevins
dwnevins@yahoo.com
Ride for Kids
Douglas Loyd
Collection Manager
ddloyd@cwnet.com

408-745-9777
408-259-5949
408-842-3056
408-745-9777
408-259-8334
408-365-7018
408-729-0548
408-259-8334
408-378-3148
408-729-0548
408-445-2235
408-445-2235
408-259-8334

Check out our website at: http://www.ca2s.org
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California Chapter Meetings and Locations
Meeting Date & Time Chapter

Meeting Location

1st Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:30 AM
3rd Sunday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00AM
2nd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
1st Sunday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
Last Saturday, 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:30 AM
4th Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
2nd Sunday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
3rd Saturday 8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:00 AM
2nd Sunday 8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:30AM
1st Sunday 8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:30 AM
3rd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
3rd Sunday 8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:30 AM
1st Sunday 8:30 AM

Ca1A

Greenhouse Cafe, 1169 Commerce Ctr Dr., Lancaster

Ca1D

Elks Lodge, 8108 E. Alondra Blvd., Paramount

Ca1F

Broken Yolk Café, 1851 Garnet Ave., San Diego

Ca1I

Covina Bowl, 1060 W. San Bernardino Rd., Covina

Ca1K

Lulu's Café, 16900 Roscoe Blvd., Van Nuys

Ca1L
Ca1M

Corcoran’s Restaurant, 611 E. Grand Ave., Arroyo
Grande
Elks Club, 2055 Elks Drive, San Bernardino

Ca1N

Gramma BB's, 539 Vista Bella, Oceanside

Ca1Q

Hof's Hut, 7005 Knott Ave., Buena Park

Ca1R

Knowlwoods Restaurant, 14952 Sand Canyon, Irvine

Ca1S

Mike's Fiesta, 2350 S. Victoria, Ventura

Ca1V

Johnny Reb’s, 15051 7th St., Victorville

Ca1Y

Elk's Lodge, 905 E. Ocean Ave., Lompoc

1st Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
1st Saturday 8:00 AM
Breakfast 7:00 AM
3rd Sunday 8:45 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
2nd Wednesday 7:00PM
Dinner 6:30PM
4th Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00AM
2nd Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:30AM
4th Sunday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
2nd Saturday 9:00 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
3rd Saturday 8:30 AM
Breakfast 8:00 AM
1st Saturday 9:30 AM

Ca1Z

Home Town Buffet, 40390 Margarita Rd., Temecula

Ca2A

Neilson's Restaurant, 137 S. M St., Tulare

CaC
Ca2E

Denny’s Restaurant, 7900 Collegetown Dr,
Sacramento
Carrows, 1484 E. Shaw, Fresno

Ca2G

Peach Tree Restaurant, 1080 N. Beale Rd., Marysville

Ca2J

J.J. North’s, 2050 Diamond Blvd., Concord

Ca2K

Country Waffles, 2390 N Texas St, Fairfield

Ca2N

“Your Place”, 14715 Mono Way, Sonora

Ca2Q

Gianna’s Restaurant, 833 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore

Ca2R

The Cedar House, 7511 Pacheca Pass Rd., Hollister

2nd Saturday 10:00 AM
Breakfast 9:00 AM

Ca2S

Coco’s, 1209 Oakmead, Sunnyvale

Ca2U

Unknown
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Ca2S Chapter Stores Order Form
Customer: __________________E-Mail: ________ Phone: ____________

Item #
J1 Chapter jacket

Price
Sm—2X

Description
a
b

Fleece
Quilted

$100

Price 3X
(Larger on
Request)
Special pricing

V2

Chapter Vest
w/ Patches (large back, top/bottom rockers, chapter logo)

45

No patches
20

S3

TWILL LONG SLEEVE white—100% woven cotton w/ collar
men’s (M—3X)
women’s (SM—1X)

41

43

S4

POLO SHIRT, Short sleeve, white knit—100% cotton
men’s (M—3X)
women’s (SM—1X)

27

30

S5

POLO SHIRT, Long sleeve, white knit—100% cotton
unisex (M—2X)

27

30

S6

HENLEY SHIRT, Long sleeve, white—100% cotton w/ cuffs,
no collar
unisex (M—3X)

28

34

S7

DENIM LONG SLEEVE Light weight, stone wash, Lt. Blue
unisex (SM—3X)

37

40

S8

DENIM SHORT SLEEVE Light weight, stone wash, Lt. Blue
unisex (SM—3X)

36

39

S9

DENIM LONG SLEEVE Med. weight, stone wash, Dk. Blue
unisex (SM—3X)

43

46

M10 Chapter HAT with Ca2S Logo

a
b

white
blue & white

6

M12 Neck Scarf, royal blue

4

M13 NATIONAL patch, 10 in.

12

M14 Ca2S patch, 4 in

6

M15 ROCKERS, for 10 in patch (each)

top CA2S—San Jose
bottom

M16 CPR certified patch

member
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SIZE/style

10

15
QTY.

Price

Rides going NorthEast - Mervyn's parking lot on E. Calaveras Blvd. Milpitas (hwy 237 & 680)
Rides North to SF - Mercado Theater Santa Clara on Frontage Rd. off Great America Parkway. This is the meeting
place for rides that take us North along Hwys 101 or 85 (San
Francisco, Marin, Eureka).
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non-member, two-up

Item #

TGIF - Friday night short ride to dinner MEET- 6:30-7
Every Friday night at Valco shopping mall - lower parking
lot behind and across the street from JC Penny's

8 (ea)

If you supply your own shirt, the price for
the logo is $15.50
non-member,
solo plus S&H of $5, name
7 is an extra $4.
Only one item, per person, per line, please.

M17 ATTENNA FLAG
LINE
ITEM
1
2
3
4
5
6
Totals

Monthly Meetings—The second Saturday of each month.
The meeting starts promptly at 10:00 AM, and is over by
12:00 AM. Coco’s Restaurant, 1209 Oakmead Pkwy,
Sunnyvale. Business meeting, Safety Talk, 50/50 raffle,
General camaraderie. Any rider of Honda Gold Wing and
Valkyrie motorcycles, or anyone who just loves to ride.
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M11 Kool-Scarf, various colors

NOTE:
ORDER:

OUR REGULAR MEETING PLACES

Name

$4 extra
for name Sub Total

Rides South - Holiday Inn at Bernal Rd and 101 South.
Please note all meeting places except (TGIF Friday night
rides) are subject to change, both in location and times to
meet. If you are interested in a ride or event and have questions, please call or email any staff member noted in the
newsletter or on the web. http://www.ca2s.org.
3

April 2006
Oh How Our Wings Have Changed!
Honda has spoiled us. Thumbing through the pages of an
old Wing World (July 1988), Chairman Shirley Stevens
(after Hildebrand and before Garcia) wrote about that first
ride of the season. Although we’re still dealing with fickle
weather, some of you have taken that first ride while other
of us are still hemming n’ hawing about taking the bike to
the next meeting.
Other than lamenting what items one might forget; clothes,
snacks, helmet strap buckled; Shirley mentions “the choke”.
Hoo-boy, I remember those days when I and others in the
chapter (Mr. Les) would take that first dismount at a stop
and see that the darn choke was still on. How easy life is
now with autochoke and fuel injectors.
How about those times when your bike took a “nap” in the
garage or at the gas station because you forgot to put your
sidestand in a down, and fully lock position. Even more
special, riding off with the sidestand down and THEN falling over at the first turn, usually while still in the parking
lot. Inevitably this little maneuver was in front of a crowd
of clowns you USED TO call friends. The idiot “S” light on
the 1800s can be a pain, and having the bike shut off when
trying to trip a turn signal is a bother, but better than having
the bike take a nap on your leg on hot asphalt (in front of a
group of helpful clowns).
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Shirley went on to talk about fatigue and distractions. Although I still feel fatigue after a long day or restless night,
our newer Wings, ’95 through ’05, have come a long way
in quieting the air buffeting and the road vibration. I seldom feel like I’m still vibrating at the end of a ride from
the cracks and construction seams of a road or like a windsock after a good gale.
Distractions!? Oh - my - GAWD! Whatever was Shirley
talking about back then? In 1988 the distraction rate was
ridiculously low compared to our bikes today. Radio, CB,
and getting a cassette trapped in the tape player was about
the extent of our distractions back then. Now look at the
toys we have to play with! We still have the radio and optional CB, but there’s a CD changer, or MP3 or satellite
receiver, cell phone hook up, radar detector (with more
bands than in 1988), GPS, and even video cameras just to
name the current crop of distractions seen about the bikes
in our chapter.
My article today is longer than Shirley’s original article
only because we have so much more to contend with. The
Wings are, for the most part, better built, but we have so
much more to contend with, especially the amount of traffic these days. So take that “being one with the bike” and
“getting your riding legs” mentality seriously. We have the
best bikes in the world … and the toughest distractions.
Pay attention and keep the rubber side down!
Verdi
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P.S.--In the 1988 Wing World there is nary a www or .com
to be found in the articles or in the ads. Bushtek was still
in California 18 years ago and Corbin had yet to get a web
site.
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Golden State Gems
I know I’ve mentioned that time has
really been flying lately and by the time
you read this, Rick and I will have celebrated our 34th anniversary. Yikes!
How did that happen? It seems like
only a few years ago that we were getting hitched and towing a U-Haul
trailer containing all our possessions
from Phoenix to San Antonio to start
our lives together. Rick didn’t even own a car (his Honda 750
was in the trailer), so we had to use my 61 Ford Falcon. Rick
had just gotten out of Air Force basic training and 3 days later
we were married. I was only 18 and Rick was 19. Just babies,
but what the heck, we were in love and that was all that mattered. By the way, he had hair back then and was quite a cutie.
If you don’t believe it, I carry a picture with me, so ask me to
prove it next time you see me. But, don’t tell him I said that, it
might give him a big head. ☺
We didn’t know we were poor, but Rick only made $250/mo as
an Airman and I stayed home playing housewife in our $125/
mo trailer. I’m not saying we were trailer trash, but we didn’t
even have a phone and had to go down to the local FedCo and
use our spare quarters to phone home. We soon made our first
major purchase of a puppy for $20. Our Gertie was rather unusual looking and some people asked us where we got the goat.
Someone actually said “You paid money for that?” Oh well, we
loved her and even though she ended up living with my Mom
her last years, she was always special. Our first (and only) assignment was to March AFB in Riverside, CA and we bought
our first home there in 1976 for $20,500. It sounds like a ridiculous amount now, but we were in shock that we owed that much
money. Now you can hardly buy a car for that much.
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Are You Ready, Continued from page 11

For a couple of the riders on this long trip it was the first
time they had been on their machines in months. It is so
easy for us to say, “I know it has been awhile, but shoot I
have been riding for years, I will be fine”. The problem
with that approach is you are out of practice. Your confidence is down, your reaction time is down, and even your
comfort level of riding is down. As long as ideal riding conditions exist you are right, you most likely will be fine, but
as soon as an emergency or even an abnormal event comes
up your ability to deal with it is affected. It is one thing to
be by yourself but when you are riding in a group your lack
of practice affects others. I am not suggesting you don’t go
just because you are out of practice, I am suggesting you go
and practice before you go. Wouldn’t it be better to take a
couple of hours and go practice a few slow speed maneuvers
and do a couple hours of riding to get your head back in the
game? Maybe even read the group riding manual for that
100th time just to refresh how we should be riding. Group
riding is a skill that takes practice.
The sport or riding our Wings is dangerous. With so many
factors outside of our control just waiting to attack us, why
do we want to add to them with things we do control? The
next time you say I think that sounds like a good ride I want
to go - Please, Please take a minute off and ask yourself,
“am I READY?” If the answer is no, do something about
it. Please, Please do yourself a favor, be READY.
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Boy, was that a trip down memory lane or what? I guess I
should talk about some GWRRA stuff now, huh? Hopefully
nobody fell asleep…
The Riding season is really getting started now and I just got
back from CA1Rs ‘Rally In The Valley’ in Mesquite, NV. I
didn’t win any prizes or money, but we still have two sets of
tires in the garage from last year, so that’s OK. The attendance of 301 wingers was spectacular. Some states don’t
have District Rallies that large! The rally was great and they
had quite a few vendors, but the ride home was BAD! It took
us over 10 hours to get back. Oh well, at least it didn’t rain
so it could have been worse.
Although it wasn’t a riding event, CA1M had a bake sale recently as their fund raiser. If it doesn’t sound like a bake sale
could be much of a fund raiser, you’ve never seen the bidding frenzy over one of JoAnne Britton’s rum cakes. One
thing that was really a hoot is that CA2K had me bidding for
them by holding up a paddle with K-Crow on it while on the
phone with them. Let’s just say that I sent a large box of
goodies to them via USPS and they owed the chapter over
$300 by the time it was over. CA1N did their part to support
the chapter by spending $220 for a home made apple pie.
There is a picture on CA1M’s web site of James Pratt licking
the expensive crumbs out of the empty pie dish.
I guess that’s all for now. Until we meet again: Ride safe,
live each day to its fullest and don’t look back.
Joyce and Rick Elmore, California District Directors
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Birthdays
Danny Shewey
Sandy Shewey
Herbert Birthelmer

1
8
23

Anniversaries
John & Debbie Watt

8

10
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Hello Fellow Wingers,
Not a whole lot going on lately due to Mother Nature.
We had our dinner run to Woolgrowers (in the caged
vehicles) with a nice turnout, around 20 Wingers.
Then we had the workshop at Jim & Sherry Carr’s
place (Thanks Jim & Sherry), which was followed up
with the ride to Rally In the Valley. We had a nice turnout with a total of 10 Wings and 11 Wingers making the
long journey up and back. Mother Nature had a nice
change of heart and gave us a rain free weekend to enjoy, now if she would have only kept the winds away.
Man did we have some wind to deal with!
We have a few rides planned for the month of April, so
hope to see you all somewhere down the
road................................
Until Next Time...........................................
Ride Safe,
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Cliff & Lynda
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READY?
Lynn Ryle,
March 06
CA-2S
As we come closer and closer to the 2006
riding season there are a couple of
thoughts I would like to share to help you be ready for the coming adventures. Some of us have been riding for years while
others are new to the GWRRA family and owning a Wing. Either way, both have something in common when it comes to
riding, are they READY?
Before each ride you should ask yourself am I READY for this
ride? Being ready applies to both you and your bike. For some
of us, our trusty steeds have been sitting for a few months,
while others got a bath from mother nature every time they left
the garage. Either way, since it is the beginning of the riding
season it is a good time to be looking at maintenance issues. As
a member of 2S we have something that many other chapters do
not have, a place to work on our Wings. We can get help and
even rebuild our bikes at almost monthly workshops. As you
begin the year of riding, check your maintenance schedule and
make sure you are up to date. There is really is no excuse for
not keeping your machines ready with all normal and even
some abnormal maintenance issues.
As the first warm days of sunshine start appearing, and the
temptations of jumping on our bikes for an afternoon get closer,
I would like to suggest to you to ask yourself when the last time
you were on your Wing? If it has been more then a couple of
weeks, maybe you should find a nice empty parking lot and
practice your slow speed skills? If the ride you want to go on to
avoid the “Honey Do List” is one of our long over night multiple hundred mile journeys, ask yourself how long it has been
since you spent the day in the saddle.
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Is it smart to jump on the bike and plan to ride for 1000 or more
miles when the last time you rode was four months ago to Starbucks for that Latté? Is it fair to your friends, your family or
yourself to just jump on and go with no prep work?
I bring these issues up as we just returned from the 2006 Rally In
The Valley ride. This ride is always our first big ride of the year.
We had a dozen bikes join in on the fun and for the most part we
all had a great time with most of us doing around 1700 miles.
However it was not without some challenges.

Our Solution Offers:
•

Power Steering instead of Hard
Steering.

•

Saves your arms and shoulders in
the twisties.

•

Ultra reliable mechanism, One (1)
moving part.

•

Works with all Trikes, regardless of
the Triple clamp angle.

•

Adjustable boost, Mild to Wild.

•

No other system out there.

•

this invention is capable
Almost no Disassembly of the Trike Although,
of fine tuning the steering forces
is required.
of any two wheel motorcycle, the
real advantage is realized in a
Barely visible.

•

three wheel application as the

•

Interfaces nicely with the rest of the effects and force required for
turning are greatly increased. In a
Trike

•

Actually unloads the Steering stem is of little consequence and input
bearings, thus increasing longevity. to the handlebars is the only

•

Zero negative effect on extra caster through mechanical means, can
that is needed in all Trikes for
remove any amount of force
stability.
required to steer by virtue of
adjustment. This causes a more
Right / Left caster trim for pull
desirable operating environment
compensation.
for the operator.

•
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Modern typical two wheel
Motorcycles all share a common
set of parameters relevant to the
handling underway. To steer these
vehicles typically requires leaning
of the body to cause direction
change, and some input to the
handlebars also assists steering.
Although these forces are tolerable
in a two wheel application, in a
three wheel application these
forces become dramatically more
difficult because of a geometry
change in a three wheel
application.

three wheel application, body lean

WWW.TrikeProducts.Com

means to steer. The Invention

Now before I continue I want to add my fine print disclosure.
It is not my intentions to point fingers or upset anyone. It is my desire to have each
rider ask themselves, what could have been
done differently to increase the safety and
fun of the ride and decrease the stress and
delays to their buddies.
On the ride to Mesquite NV, we had a couple of mechanical
break downs. Both of these break downs were maintenance related. If we want to ride them, we have to ensure we keep up
with the normal wear and tear issues we put on them. I am not
talking about the unforeseen issues like NEW tires going flat, or
fuses going out. I am talking about making sure proper tire pressure is maintained and everything is tight and secured. In addition to normal TCLOCK inspections before each ride, things that
are outlined in our owners manuals as needing to be done at
regular intervals, (fluids, tire wear, brake pads, etc) should be
done long before we head out for such an adventure. These are
things we know need to be done yet some how we figure we can
get one more ride out of them.

Continued on Page 19
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